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ENERGY ECONOMICS AUSTRIA 


DRAMATIC DROP IN GASOLINE CONSUMPTION 
Vienne DIE PRESSE in German 10 Dec 81 p 7 
[DIE PRESSE Article: "Fuel Consumption Has Dropped Drastically" ] 


[Text] Zell am See--In view of drastic consumption drops and of an actual lowering 

of oil prices our motorists, who are still in shock from the most recent price in- 
creases, may in all probability expect stable gasoline prices until the end of 1982. 
According to estimates made by Friedrich Chorinsky, the director-general of Mobil-O0il- 
Austria, gasoline consumption has decreased by 11.6 percent in October alone, and by 
5.2 percent in the first ten months, so that calculated necessary price increases 
would have no chance in the market place. 


The Mobil chief told DIE PRESSE that the 14.2 percent drop in total oil product con- 
sumption in October was "alarming." In this connection, even more severe losses were 
suffered in the areag of diesel oil and heating oil than in the area of gasoline. 
Diesel consumption dropped by 16.7 percent and heating oil dropped by 51.3 percent. 
In the case of light and medium-grade heating oil the drop amounted the 41,2 percent 
and 43.6 percent, and the decline in heavy heating oil consumption amounted to a 
"sensational" 24.8 percent. 


Since--depending on a stable situation in the Near East--in the foreseeable future 
there will be neither a price nor a quantity crisis, a reintroduction of an offictal 
gasoline price ~egulation will not come about until the next push for an oil price 
increase. This prognosis was made by Joern Kaniak of the Energy Utilization Agency 
(EVA) at a student seminar on the subject of "Gasoline Price Decontrol” arranged by 
Mobil and the Institute for Trade, Sales, and Marketing of the University of Linz, 
His reasoning was that oil prices in the OECD are will experience a real decline of 
6 percent by the end of 1982 and, in view of the levelling-off inflation rates, will 
again rise nominally much more slowly than was the case last time. And finally, he 
said, as a result the oil firms' margin for action and pressure on the politicians 
for a return to price regulation is lessened. If it should come to a new oil price 
shock, price regulation would be reintroduced with a delay of approximately 6 months, 


In general, Kaniak is neither for nor against price regulation. He said that it 
would make sense under certain circumstances such as during the summer, when regional 
supply bottlenecks developed because prices were too low. 


Of course, if on the occasion of the price increase in July the oil firms had been 
given 20 groschen more, it would have eliminated the pressure for price deregulation 
applied on the minister of commerce, who feared a loss of popularity. 
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ECONOMIC — AUSTRIA 


GOVERNMENT PLANS MEASURES TO ST*MULATE ECONOMY 
Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 18 Dec 81 p 3 


[Article by Margarete Freisinger: "Forward Flight With Belated Stimulation Measures" 
(Central Bank To Revive Economy) ] 


[Text] It is beginning to get rocky on the island of the blessed. After it had been 
possible to keep the cons.quences of the first and second oil price shocks within 
acceptable limits for the population through a hard-schilling policy and increased 
foreign indebtedness, although this in no way overcame them, full employment is 
facing an extreme dangei in the coming year. Domestically, demand continues to be 
weak due to a lack of real income increases and a dramatic worsening of business 
volume. While it is true that rather extensive orders have been received from 
abroad, these are limited to only a few large firms and are not sufficient to avoid 

a further increase in unemployment while the number of employed individuals increases, 


The labor market situation has deteriorated badly in the past half year. Even the 
economic research specialists were surprised by the 2.9 percent unemployment rate in 
November and by the employment figure which for the first time was clearly below 
last year's employment figure. They now expect there to be an average unemployment 
figure of more rather than less than 3 percent. And for January they expect an un- 
employment figure of 150,000, the worst result since 1963 (in January of 1981 there 
were only 105,000 unemployed persons). 


In view of these alarming reports, the federal government is now beginning to put 
together for its January project a business stimulation package which will also 
satisfy the opposition’s wishes with respect to benefitting the economy and which 
is intended to prevent a further increase in unemployment. Among other measures, 
additional funds are to be pumped into the order-poor construction industry, in- 
vestments are to be rewarded with incentive bonuses, a billion is to be made 
available for research work, certain tax relief measures are to be granted, and 
additional money is to be raised for housing construction via new private life 
insurance premiums. 


Thus the government proposes to set its course towards expansion despite the pre- 
carious budget situation and the foreign indebtedness, which is already giving cause 
for worry. The government recently received a certain measure of support for its 
plans from Helmut Kramer, the chief of the Institute for Economic Research, Although 
he does not want a radical change of course from the policy of stability pursued 
hitherto to an inflationary expansionary policy, he does believe that a temporary 
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putting on the back-burner co the medium-term objectives of a budget and performance 
balance stabilization is appropriate for providing support for employment. 


Of course, due to the lack of reserve funds in the budget, the desired cranking-up 
of business can be financed only through assumption of additional loans, especially 
from abroad. If there is a *.osening up of the economic stabilization budget, as is 
apparently intended, there will be the threat of a 1982 gross buczet deficit of 70 
billion schilling along with all the additional inflationary impulses and burdens 
which will result therefrom for succeeding budgets. Since, however, the possibili- 
ties afforded are nonetheless limited, new attempts are now being made to finance 
the economic infusion in part through making money available by the issue bank. 


Up until now Stephan Koren, the supreme currency guardian, who is always striving 
for stability, has been able to ward off almost all such attempts--with the excep- 
tion of so-called top investments. It remains to be seen whether or not he will 
also be successful this time under the increased pressure of the government, toward 
the economic policy of which the central issue bank maintains a reticent attitude. 
One thing has already been made clear by Koren: There is no additional margin for 
generating funds in 1982. 


It is also expected of the issue bank that it will deviate somewhat from its strict 
hard-currency course. The leftist economic thinkers see their salvation in a DM 
rate of 7.20 schilling as compared to the present 7 schilling rate which, while re- 
ducing the price of exports, would increase import prices and would heat up infla- 
tion. Since far more is imported from Germany than is exported to it, the dis- 
advantages of such a step by far cancel out the advantages. 


There remains the question of whether a business infusion is suitable for prevent- 
ing a further rise in unemployment. For the difficult winter months, any business 
stimulation package will surely be too late, because the effects on employment will 
show up only in early summer at the earliest. And, at that, this will only happen 
if by then the business situation abroad will have begun to move forward. And at 
the present time there is no indication of this. 


Thus, as many an expert fears, it could easily happen that with this program we will 
achieve no reduction in unemployment but that, additionally, we will also get in 
return high inflation rates and a necessarily weakening currency. 
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ECONOMIC 


LABOR UNIONS AID IMMIGRANT WORKERS 
London 8 DAYS in English 19 Dec 81 p 28 
[article by Fulvio Grimldi] 


[Text] 


ITALY 's trade union movement is widen- 
ing its efforts to demand a fair deal for for- 
cign workers in Italy. The unions have just 
helped resolve a month-long hunger strike 
by 200 foreign students, mostly Arabs or 
Iranians at Perugia University, in protest 
against officially-sanctioned discrimination 
and government cuts in university places for 
foreigners. 

The hunger strike was called off after the 
government agreed to renew residence 
permits for at least another year for those 
students whose university places had been 
‘threatened. The education ministry agreed 
to hold an extra session of qualifying 
examinations and university and local 
authorities promised action to improve the 
very low standard of accommodation and 
living conditions endured by the students. 
There are signs, too, that the police, who 
had been accused of repression on a vast 
scale, may ease what the students claim has 
been systematic harassment. 

Many of the foreign students have to find 
jobs to pay their way through university, 
and a conference in Milan on the rights of 
immigrant workers and students was organ- 
ised jointly by Italy's three main trade union 
groupings to thrash out their problems. It 
was attended by 2,000 immigrants, includ- 
ing many Eritreans, North Africans, Paies- 
tinians and Iranians. 

Now the unions are demanding legisla- 
tion to ban all discrimination against foreign 
workers. They want to ensure that pay and 
working conditions for immigrants — offi- 
cially estimated at about 600,000, mostly 


ITALY 


from Islamic countries — are equal to those 
of Italian workers. After France, Italy has 
the highest number of Islamic immigrants 
into Europe and much of this North African 
and Middle Eastern labour is employed in 
sub-standard conditions, often illegally, and 
barely at subsistence level. 

The unions are well aware that many 
Islamic immigrants have poor job security 
— and if they lose their jobs, they can 
become homeless and could lose their resi- 
dence permits. They are often employed at 
low wages and illegally on Sicilian fishing 
vessels, as cheap labour in small factories in 
Italy's industrial centres, on farms in the 
south, as waiters in restaurants or as domes- 
tics. They face harassment fron: the police; 

ion is often rationalised by reference 
to the widespread belief that the im nigrants 
form a hotbed of would-be terrorisis. 

The union movement has made it clear 
that these conditions are unjust and must be 
countered. And although it is rarely 
emphasised publicly, they have a vested 
interest in seeing that justice is done — for 
the existence of a pool of cheap, unpro- 
tected and easily-exploited labour depres- 
ses wage rates and conditions generally. 
weakening the bargaining power of some 
sections of the indigenous labour force. 

Giorgio Benvenuto, secretary of the 
Italian Union of Workers (UIL) and secret- 
ary general of the union federation that 
organised the Milan conference, told 
8 Days: By a paradox determined by Italy's 
confused economic situation, we are both 
exporters and importers of labour. Dis- 
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cnmination, slums and exploitation are 
widespread. This is why we are now request- 
ing laws similar to those » jemand from 
countries where our emigrant» are, stating 
the right for everybody to participate in 
social life and civilian society. 

‘We think that integration is 2 dynamic 
concept and ought to be the result of the 
encounter of several cultures. enriching 
both immigrant and native labour. Integra- 

“TSN ought to be a synonym for participation 
in society and factory alike. 

Benvenuto recognises, however, that the 
existence of the immigrant labour pool can 
cause problems. ‘We must not overlook the 
fact that an unchecked and limitless inflow 
of foreign labour adds further difficulties to 
our labour market, which already suffers a 
very high unempioyment rate, he says. ‘It 
also encourages a black market in labour 
and ruthless exploitation. 

‘Through bilateral accords, Italy must 
control the entry of foreign workers, while 
adequate laws must regularise the position 
of those already here and grant them full 
rights and protection.’ 

Benvenuto wants to see the government 
return to its policy of welcoming forcign, 
especially Islamic, students to Italian uni- 
versities. ‘It is true our universities tend 
increasingly to exclude these students, yet 
these too represent opportunities to extend 
our culture, our civilisation, and 10 educate 
the cadres of the future ruling groups of 
countries with which we have close links.” 

The education department of Ben- 
venuto’s union, UIL, has frequently raised 
with the government the questions of adc- 
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quate provision for arriving students. fund- 
ing and ancillary facilities, such as accom- 
modation, says Benvenuto. The union has 
also intervened in cases of ‘discrimination 
and xenophobia’ in police treatment of for- 
eign students. Some of the victims, he says. 
have been politica) --fugees or anti-iascists. 
‘Anti-Khomeini stu. ents from Iran have 
been crowding our Perugia and Rome 
offices and found decisive assistance there 
in their struggle against explusion — which 
would have meant death for them, he says. 

‘What we need, however, beside these 
temporary remedies, is a structural change 
in our policies on Third World labour and 
students.’ 

There is, of course, a parallel problem 
that concerns the Italian unions — that of 
the pay and conditions of Italian workers 
abroad. The unions say that Italian firms 
operating in other countries pay insufficient 
attention to the safety and wellbeing of the 
workers they take with them. The unions 
were particularly concerned by a disaster in 
Riyadh this summer when a skyscraper 
being built by an Italian firm collapsed. 
killing dozens of labourers, including 1! 5 
Italians. Investigations revealed that safety 
measures were inadequate and precautions 
that would normally have been insisted 
upon by Italian law had not been taken 

The incident created a public outcry in 
Italy. Now the trade unions are putting 
pressure on parliament to pass a bill that has 
lain on the table for three years so that 
Italian workers in foreign countries. emp- 
loyed by Italian firms, can enjoy the same 
working conditions and safety regulations 
as at home. 











ECONOMIC SWITZERLAND 


BANK SOCLETY PREDICTS ECONOMIC STAGNATION IN 1982 
Zurich NEUE ZUERCHER ZEITUNG in German /.6 Dec 81 p 15 


[Article: "Stagnating Swiss Economy in 1982" (Business Prognosis of the Swiss 
Banking Society) ] 


[Text] In most European countries the hopes for a gradual business recovery in 1981 
has not been fulfilled. A pronounced investment weakness, a high unemployment rate, 
unsolved budgetary problems in the area of public funds, and the struggle against 
increased prices at the end of the year characterize the economic situation of the 
most important trade partners of Switzerland. 


Reduced Foreign Demand 


The Swiss export business will consequently, at least in the first half-year of 1982, 
see itself confronted on the most important foreign markets with far-reaching stagna- 
tion of overall demand for goods. Added to this is the higher value placed on the 
Swiss franc since the fall of 1981. This affects not only the export industry. 
Foreign competition could be somewhat greater than last year also on the domestic 
market. It is possible that in the second half of the year foreign demand could 
increase once more in case of an economic stimulation in the most important indus- 
trial countries. The majority of the industrial enterprises might reduce their 
production somewhat as compared with the preceding year, because it is possible that 
the domestic demand will remain stable to a far-reaching extent and because the orders 
on hand at the beginning of 1982 will be snaller than those on hand at the beginning 
of 1981. However, in view of today's still widely prevailing personnel shortage, 

a general reduction in personnel of any appreciable size is not to be expected. On 
the other hand, the profit situation of the enterprises will deteriorate due to the 
higher costs. Of course, it is to be expected that particularly in branches which 
suffer from structural problems or which are affected severely by the weakening busi- 
ness situation there will be increased instances of part-time work and of some actual 
business shut-downs. 














Development of the Swiss Gross Domestic Product 


1) 1) 2) 3) 


1979 1980 1981 1982 


Real increase vis-a-vis preceding year in percentage 


Private consumption 1.3 Zea 0.5 0.75 
Public consumption bed 1.6 1.25 1.5 
Construction investments 5.0 9.1 PP -3.0 
Equipment investments Pe 11.4 3.0 Bed 
Exports of Goods and 

services 4) y 5.1 Bes -0.75 
Imports of Goods and 

services 4) 6.9 7.2 -3.0 1.0 
Gross domestic product 2.5 4.4 1.25 -0.5 


1) Results of the National Accounting Department of the Federal Statistics 
Office; 

2) SBG estimate, figures rounded off; 

3) SBG prognosis 

4) Includes "other goods traffic" as well as precious metals, jewels and gems, 
art objects, and antiques. 


Dampened Investment Activity 


In spite of the depressed business prospects, investments for equipment presumably will 
again increase slightly in 1982. Because of the profitability development, which is 
less favorable compared to 1981, investments in equipment will actually only show a 
negligible increase. On the other hand, construction activity will in actuality not 
come up to the preceding year. One must even expect a clear retrogression in the 
area of single-family housing construction. The newly granted loans for this sector 
by the 71 largest banks in the first three quarters of 1981 amounted to 3.3 billion 
francs and thus were almost 15 percent less than in the corresponding period of the 
previous year. Due to the fact that the interest rates for building loans and mort- 
gages will be high for Swiss conditions also in 1982, the demand for housing con- 
struction will probably continue to be depressed. The investments for housing con- 
struction by the commercial/industrial sector and those made by public enterprises in 
1982 will presumably maintain the approximate levels of the preceding year. 


Consumer Goods Growth Helpful 


Tn 1982, the business situation will probably derive its greatest support in the area 
of consumer goods expenditures. It is expected that public consumption on the whole 
will continue to increase in spite of the unsatisfactory financial situation of the 
Federation and the various cantons and communities. A slight real expansion may also 
be expected in the area of private goods consumption on the basis of the nominal wage 
increases averaging approximately 7 percent, which become effective in January 1982. 
In this connection, the duration and intensity of consumer goods consumption revitali- 
zation will depend to a considerable degree on when and to what extent the price-increase 
rate, measured on the basis of consumer goods prices, will recede. Quick successes are 
not to be expected in spite of the restrictive money policy of the national bank and 
the reduction in the prices of imported goods as a result of raising the value of the 














Swiss franc. On the contrary, the probable adaptation of the sale prices of many 
domestic consumer goods to increased costs and the rent increases based on the in- 
creased interest rates for existing mortgages and due to materialize in the spring 
lead us to conclude that the price-increase rate will go down only slowly. The 1982 
average yearly rate of clearly more than 5 percent probably is still too high for 
Swiss conditions. 


Positive Balance 


The foreign economic contribution made to the development of the gross national product 
presumably will be a positive one also in 1982. To be sure, the trade balance will 
again show a deficit similar to that of tue preceding year. It is possible that this 
deficit will be overcompensated by the positive foreign-tourist and capital-derived 
income balances and by the balances in the other fields. However, because of the 
increased value of the Swiss franc, the income surplus attained in the field of 

tourism should in the most favorable case attain the excellent result of 1981. After 
the record result achieved in 1981, a somewhat smaller income balance must also be 
expected in the area of capital-derived income particularly due to the probable lower 
American interest rates and the lower dollar rate. 


As a result of the developments expected in the individual sectors, the gross domes- 
tic product presumably will show a slight real loss in 1982. A favorable development 
would be pcssible in case of a renewed weakening of the Swiss franc's exchange rate but, 


on the other hand, another increase in the rate of the franc could cause reversals 
of some magnitude. 
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POLITICAL FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


HESSEN FDP CHAIRMAN DENIES EXISTENCE OF COALITION CRISIS 
Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER RUNDSCUAU in German 14 Dec 81 p 17 
/Article by Guenter Hollenstein: “There Is No Coalition Crisis in Hessen"/ 


/Text/ Bad Nauheim--Following the differences of opinion in Hessen's social- 
liberal coalition with respect to the disposal of nuclear waste, Ekkehard Gries, 


the FDP Land chairman clearly came out in favor of a continuation of this alliance 
until the end of the legislative period. Thus, during the special party meeting 

of the liberals, which took place last weekend in Bad Nauheim, Gries put an end 

to speculations that during last week's summit talks in Bonn discussions had also 
included the idea that new elections were preferable. "There is no coalition crisis 
in Hessen," Gries said. The FDP was a fair, capable coalition partner, and it will 
remain so until the time agreed upon comes to an end." 


The Land chairman addressed himself to the “abstruse coalition talk," and he labeled 
the “premature discussion" dumb and harmful. The FDP will conclude its coalition 
statement for the Landtag elections in June. Whoever is flirting with the idea that 
new elections are preferable, is arousing the suspicion that he has already purchased 
a ticket for the "Dregger Express." Hessen's FDP has no reserve capital that can be 
gambled away, “it is fighting for its existence." Gries points his finger at the 
"cheap speculations and at those who are involved in the affairs of others to the 
disadvantage of the party," saying that it is “absurd” and "damaging to the party.” 
Whoever believes that Biblis C is a reason for undermining the coalition, is digging 
the grave for the FDP. 


Like a red thread, fears for the existence of the party were evident throughout the 
speech of von Gries. On a different occasion he called the citizens' initiative 
against the airport expansion a vehicle for discrediting the democracy; it was to 
be the staging of a trial run for the establishment of a "green" party with the 
intent of dissolving the existing party system which they had been fighting for 
some time. In the Landtage they would take votes away from the SPD and perhaps 
they would be responsible for letting Dregger get the absolute majority. “For the 
liberals--there is no doubt about it--it could be the deathblow." Subsequently 
delegates from Gross-Gerau accused the FDP of conducting a policy which made a 
"green" party a necessity in the first place. 


Even Minister for Economics Klaus-Juergen Hoffies was occupied with the condition 
of the coalition. During last week's summit talks in Bonn, he left no doubts 

















whatsoever that the principles were valid for the disposal of nuclear waste 
established by the Federal Government and the Laender and which had been a point 

at issue between the coalition partners. Thus, his positions was confirmed, 
according to which a preliminary license for the partial construction of a final 
disposal site is not necessary as a prerequisite for additional licenses for 
nuclear power plants. Minister-President Holger Boerner wanted to push for a 
tightening-up of these principles. Hoffie continued by saying that as things stood 
now all legal and technical prerequisites had been fulfilled for licensing Biblis 
C. The political prerequisites on the part of the coalition partners, however, 
were still pending. The SPD was having more severe difficulties trying to stay with 
a "progressive concept." Nevertheless, one would have to consider the question of 
political consensus, which in the process has become a question of the viability of 
the coalition. 


With respect to other items on the timetable of the construction of Biblis C, Hoffie 
said he did not want "to beat his head against the wall as far as dates are concerned." 
It is a price “we are willing to pay." In this connection he accused CDU/CSU Laender 
governments that they were not able to make decisions of such importance. Thus, he 
also indicated his support of the SPD/FDP coalition in Wiesbaden. 
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POLITICAL FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


EPPLER INTERVIEWED ON MOTIVES OF PEACE ACTIVISTS, NEUTRALISM 


Zurich DIE WELTWOCHE in German 9 Dec 81 p 5 
/Interview with Erhard Eppler by Peter Hartmeier: “Longing for Peace"/ 


/Text/ How international or how German is the peace movement? 
Why are especially young people involved in this new force 

which has gained so much influence, above all, in the FRG? And: 
What are the concrete demands of this heterogeneous movement? 

In a conversation with WELTWOCHE, Erhard Eppler, who in the mean- 
time has become a symbolic figure on the FRG scene, provided some 
answers to these questions. 


WELTWOCHE: The base of the peace movement in the FRG is relatively broad and active. 
What are the political and possibly also the historic reasons for the strength of 
the German peace movement--which is by far the strongest in Europe? 


Eppler: The peace movement is one of several forms of expression of an elementary 
change in consciousness, a change in value concepts. The change occurs faster in 
young people than it does in older pessons, but it has spread throughout society 
as a whole. Other forms of expression are the ecological movement or the women's 
movement. 


WELTWOCHE: If it is a case of a change in consciousness, the. peace movement would 
have to be a long-term phenomenon. 


Eppler: That is correct, and, consequently, I assume that this form of expression 
has become a very durable political force which will probably change its forms of 
effectiveness again and again during the course of the 1980's. 


WELTWOCHE: The peace movement cannot be separated from the postwar history of the 


FRG. How German is this movement? There is no indication of an adequate phenomen 
in France. 


Eppler: Perhaps it has something to do with the fact that in the FRG a generation 
is growing up or has already grown up for whom the Third Reich is just as much 
history as is Birmarck or Frederick the Great. This generation is now asking 
questions about its own future and finds that it is endangered on many fronts-- 
through interruptions in the natural foundations of life, the threat of unemploy- 
ment, the possibility of a nuclear war. Because of its many contradictions and also 
its frequent unqualified statements, the Reagan administration has, therefore, 
produced a strong reaction. 
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WELTWOCHE: But is it not true that another reason why the peace movement in the 
FRG has become so strong is the fact that Germany has become subject to blackmail 
because of the partition--and consequently the people in this country are more 
fearful than they are elsewhere? 


Eppler: I do not see why we should be more subject to blackmail than others are. 
Incidentally, I reject the idea that the peace movement is an "angst inovement." 

For 30 years our entire concept of defense and security has been based on fear-- 
in part a hysterical fear of the Soviet Union. At the moment it can at best be 
said that some people have a greater fear of nuclear war than of a Soviet invasion. 
If one wants to understand the peace movement correctly, one should not approach 

it from the concept of fear but of self-assertion. These young people just want to 
live and they are registering their right to live. Also, they want to live where 
they are living now--which is in Central Eurcpe, in Germany. Whoever does not 
understand this or misunderstands it intentionally, will experience political 
surprises. 


WELTWOCHE: But the peace movement is accused of doing exactly the opposite: Fleeing 
from reality, uniting people who want to live a relatively comfortable life without 
conflicts, who do not understand that occasionally democracy requires fighting. 


Eppler: I am intentionally saying the opposite. Just once I would like to see one 
of these critics spend two nights on a crowded bus--paying his own fare--on its way 
to a demonstration, who will subsequently stand patiently among 300,000 people for a 
period of 6 hours in cold and wet weather, listening to more or less inspiring 
speeches. 


WELTWOCHE: In the peace movement there is much talk about disarmament, about the 
"irrationalism of the existing security concept." It appears, however, that the 
existing demands for a military balance are not receiving much attention in the 
discussions. 


Eppler: In the meantime I have come to the conclusion that the present form of a 
technocratic, narrow concept of balance serves only as an instrument of the arms 
race. Apparently there are no possibilites of coming to a practical understanding 
when it comes to the real meaning of balance. It applies to the conventional as well 
as to nuclear armament. Most of the time each one of the two sides is convinced that 
in order to make disarmament possible it must speed up armament to establish a 
balance. Consequently each side interprets its own armament as counterarming, 
whereas armament on the other side is interpreted as prearming. Whoever wants peace 
and disarmament must relativize the concept of balance. 


WELTWOCHE: What is the concrete meaning of the word “relativize"? 


ippler: If possible, the concept of “balance" must be replaced by the concept of 
"stability." In Europe, for instance, "nuclear stability" will remain as long as 
both sides have to fear that a nuclear attack will be followed by a counterattack 
that is no longer acceptable. It can be accomplished by either side with a fraction 
of the weapons that are already available today. If it is true, for instance, that 
two SS-20 nuclear heads aimed at two nuclear power plants, one in the south and one 
in the north of the FRG, would suffice to make almost the entire German territory 
unihabitable, counting rockets is for the most part absurd. 
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WELTWOCHE: In other words, you are disputing the thesis that in order to be able to 
engage in promising negotiations, one woul’ have to be in an equal or even a stronger 
position from the very beginning. 


Eppler: Neither one of the two world powers will ever be willing to negotiate from a 
position of weakness, while the other party will feel superior at the same time. To 
believe that a position of supericrity will lead to negotiated settlements is a fairy 
tale. Every attempt at superiority will lead to an acceleration in the arms race. 

If I interpret the Soviet reaction accurately, much of the obstinacy and insensitivity 
on the part of the Soviet Union can be attributed to the fact that it is not accepted 
as an equal partner by the United States, or at least it has the impression that it 

is no longer accepted. 


WELTWOCHE: Does this assessment of the U.S. foreign policy explain the frequently 
quoted anti-Americanism of the German peace movement? 


Eppler: If the Americans pursure a foreign policy which only reflects their own 
interests, it is a matter of course if Switzerland does the same. When Germany tries 
to do the same thing, it is called nationalism or anti-Americanism. Our young people 
are perhaps more Americanized than any generation in our history, and they have fewer 
objections against the American civilization than any previous generation has had, 
but they have a few objections against the Reagan government, against Mr Weinberger 
or Mr Eagleberger. And that is their privilege! I found out that the criticism 

of the Reagan government voiced by serious people in the United States is formulated 
much more harshly than it is here. 


WELTWOCHE: This anti-Americanism in the FRG, which is by no means limited to the 
peace movement, is sometimes almost idential with the desire to separate from the 
West and to become neutral. In your opinion, is this a real possibility? Is the 
peace movement serving as a pace~maker? 


Eppler: Whether a really strong movement favoring neutrality will develop, depends 
on the Americans. The Russians will never accomplish that, only the Americans can, 
and this year they have indeed strated a rew things. I myself am saying everywhere 

I go that withdrawing from NATO is of no benefit to us. A militarily neutral FRG 
between the blocs does not reduce the danger of war. On the other hand, we will have 
to think about it again and come up with new ideas--different from those in effect 
today--with respect to priorities and the arrangement and order of American interests, 
Soviet security interests and Eropean vital interests during the course of the 

1980's and 1990's. 


WELTWOCHE: This sentence contains a challenge. What is the concrete meaning? 


Eppler: It could lead, for instance, to a serious consideration of a nuclearfree 
zone in Europe--as large as possible--and the way I envision it, it could comprise 
all Warsaw Pact members outside the Soviet Union as well as NATO countries, such as 
Belgium, Holland or Italy and Greece. We must also think about whether certain 
military offensive weapons, for instance, tank weapons, should be banned from a 
relatively large part of Europe, or at least they should be partially withdrawn. 

In other words, I am thinking of a form of a security concept that is no longer 
based on threat and counterthreat, murder and suicide but on a growing trust in 

the desire for peace on the other side. 
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WELTWOCHE: You are mentioning "European vital interest" when you outline this 
concept, and yet you fail to mention your biggest neighbor, France--a country 

that is presided by a party-friend of yours. Are you disappointed in the socialist 
Mitterrand? And does not his policy clearly point up a weakness in your European 
considerations? 


Eppler: I have always known that our friend Mitterrand is a Gaullist in foreign 
policy matters--as are most Frenchmen. France is emancipating itself from the United 
States in its own way--in its policy toward the Third World or in social policies, 
for instance; the Poles are doing it their own way. I am not envisioning a kind of 
an “ideology of the third power.” If we did that we would probably assume too much. 
But what I am more or less envisioning is that Europeans--and the individual European 
nations as well--will present their interests much more clearly and more emphatically 
than has been the case to date. In this connection I believe in communications 
devices. Not long ago a Frenchman of some renown told me that the reason why the 
Soviet Union has not yet interfered in Poland can be attributed to the peace movement. 
The people in Moscow know that it could destroy the peace movement. Incidentally, 

I said the same thing in Moscow--and I am sure others have done the same. I cannot 
imagine that there will ever be something like a "finlandization of East Europe"-- 
giving full respect to Soviet security interests--if there are no changes in the 
military structure of West Europe either. It is not something that can be negotiated 
in reciprocal agreements, but one must not lose sight of the interrelationship. 


WELTWOCHE: Your positions are in clear opposition to those of the social-liberal 
Federal Government and, consequently, you are in the minority within your own party. 
Will you continue your fight in spite of it? 


Eppler: You can depend on it. 


WELTWOCHE: But are you comfortable in this SPD which is torn by inner conflicts and 
Sliding lower and lower in public opinion polls? 


Eppler: Involvement in Social-Democratic policies has never been an activity subject 
to a luxury tax, and at the present time it is even less fun. I have found out, 
however, that today my position has quite a few more supporters within the SPD than 
was the case 2 years ago... 


WELTWOCHE: ...although the SPD is less popular now than it has ever been? 
Eppler: What do you mean by “although"? I am not responsible for a government 


policy that simultaneously drives away the young people as well as the regular 
voters, for instance, skilled craftsmen. 
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POLITICAL FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


LOCAL CONFLICTS SEEN PRESENTING CHALLENGE TO BONN 
Hamburg DIE ZEIT in German 27 Nov 81 pp 9, 10 


[Article by Gunter Hofmann: "Politics Are Moving Out--Today's Conflicts Are Surfacing 
In the Provinces, Not at Headquarters”) 


[Text] Be it the West Runway, or the Altmuehl Valley or Brokdorf; 
be it environmental protection or foreign policy--everywhere there 
are movements against yesterday's plans and concepts. 


The drama in Frankfurt is running its course as if it had been programmed. Everybody 
had had an idea what the outcome of the runway conflict would be; but the politicjans 
felt compelled tc stand pat. At this moment, Holger Boerner in Wiesbaden and Volker 
Hauff, who is backing him up, are trying the impossible: To remain unyielding in 

the matter and at the same time topour oil on troubled waters. No matter what the 
outcome, the result will be "Land democracy reduced to rubble," in the bitter estimate 
of writer Peter Haertling. 


It could even happen that because of the embattled Frankfurt project the Wiesbaden 
coalition and even the Bonn coalition might founder. Holger Boerner, for one, has 
already been contemplating new elections. Willy Brandt, who rushed to Wiesbaden, 
had to deter him by explaining what this might mean for Bonn. It would be bitterly 
ironical if a local "provincial" conflict were to determine the fate of FRG politics. 


At the end of the 1960s and the start of the 1970s, exactly the opposite was true. 
During that period the Federal Government attempted to change societal structures 

all the way down to the laender and communities. It was the heyday of "Common Tasks," 
the invention of the great coalition, and of "framework laws." Headquarters wanted 
to be involved at all levels. The innocents of the provinces had to be shown the 
right way, at least in the form of model experiments. 


In the early days of the FRG, great political conflicts arose mostly over problems 
affecting the central state itself. Social market economy, rearmament, East poli- 
tics--that was the level of the disputes. Protests bore the same characteristics. 
"Count me out," no emergency legislation, opposition to the Great Coalition--all 
that was directed against policy decisions at the Federal level. At the end of the 
1960s, the extra-parliamentary opposition projected its ideas of what was wrong or 
correct, good or bad, obsolete or futuristic, into even greater distances--all the 
way to Cuba and Vietnam. It was no coincidence that the involuntary exodus of the 
SPD from the city halls began about that time. 
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Today's most difficult conflicts run their course not at the abstract, centralized 
level, but rather at the practical, local one. Wyhl and Brokdorf, Frankfurt and 

the Erdinger Moos, Nuremberg, Freiburg, Berlin and Gelsenkirchen have become highly 
symbolic names, political arenas where the wishes, hopes, changes and challenges 

of the politics of these times are reflected. Anti-growth, anti-nuclear energy, 
outrage over destruction of natural resources, desire for individual lifestyles, 
segregation of foreigners in ghettos, high unemployment--the names of those cities 
represent those key words. The new, great conflicts are running their course in 

the provinces, not in the capital. It looks as though politics are moving out. And 
is it not true that the politicians are following at its heels--Jochen Vogel, Richard 
von Weizsaecker, Klaus von Dohnanyi, Walther Leisler Kiep and even Finance State 
Secretary Rolf Boehme, who wants to become the mayor of Freiburg? 


Thus spheres of responsibility become blurred. Every local conflict can turn into 
a battlefield of principles, into a symbol for politics considered by some to be 
appropriate, by others wrong. Horst Stern reproaches Chancellor Helmut Schmidt: 
"For all time" Helmut Schmidt's name will be synonymous with the destruction of the 
Altmuehl Valley (for construction of the Rhine-Main-Danube Canal) because he had 
entered into an obligation for this project with Austrian Federal Chancellor Bruno 
Kreisky. Never mind whethr Schmidt had invented or wanted that superfluoup canal. 
It was certainly not his brainchild. Nor does Bonn bear any direct responsibility. 
But the capital is being held responsible for the provincial conflict, because it 
has symbolic value. 


Many conflicts are thus beginning to impact on Bonn. The West Runway in Frankfurt 
is the most recent example. Politics are moving out into the provinces, but the 
capital still keeps getting involved. 


There is an immediate, simpleminded explanation for this. Laender and communities 

are the only ones for practical purposes who have jurisdiction over real estate, 

natural resources, which in the opinion of many keep gettingin shorter supply and 
therefore more valuable. The villagers near the Hohe Meissner are vehemently protesting 
against construction of a power plant; the citizens of Walldorf feel similarly about 

the runway project--but in Bonn, which has no jurisdiction about real estate and 
therefore engages in politics in only an "abstract" manner, these manifestations 

are simply considered “obstacles to investment.” 


It is thus easy to understand that Holger Boerner occasionally falls prey to the 
feeling that he is engaging in his Land political battles as a surrogate for the 
Federal Government or, as he would put it, in the common interest. According to 
Holger Boerner, he came to Helmut Schmidt's aid in early 1980 by promi: ‘ng to build 

a reprocessing plant in North Hesse, because Ernst Albrecht had cancellcd the Gorleben 
project. The objective was, he says, for Bonn to put its entire energy policy on 

the line, since the government does not own real estate for such purposes. 


Boerner regards the Frankfurt conflict in a similar light. Obviously, from his 
point of view the enlargement of the airport is a national concern; it impacts on 
growth, employment, common interest and the ability to govern. But only the cities 
and the Laender own the necessary land. Thus Bonn should kindly assist in dealing 
with the proxy conflict. 
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But the capital has mixed feelings about this. As to the airport, many of Boerner's 
party colleagues are skeptical anyway, even though Minister for Transport Voker Hauff 
or the chancellor have backed him up. In the matter of the Wyhl reactor, Filbinger 
was vainly looking for support in Bonn. As to Stoltenberg's Brokdorf plan however , 
Bonn joined the battle on his side. Thus it is gradually assuming responsibility 

for local conflicts also. 


A second explanation for the dispersal of politics consists of the fact that the 
Laender and communities are the ones to implement the laws promulgated by the federal 
government--a fact which is often conveniently overlooked. But this conversion becomes 
increasingly difficult where reai estate is concerned. Nothing else is in such short 
supply, valuable and controversial. 


Laws that shine brightly in Bonn as beautiful new environmental directives, e.g., 
concerning waste disposal, are therefore provoking a consolidated protest on the 

part of innumerable communities against waste disposal sites which daily fills the 
newspaper columns. The Bonn people talk about "solving the nuclear waste disposal 
problem"--immediately the citizens of Diemelstadt, which had been considered as the 
site for a reprocessing plant, pour into the streets. Helmut Schmidt makes a logical 
and necessary plea for integrating foreigners into the population--and immediately 
protests are heard from cities like Stuttgart, Duisburg or Frankfurt, which are ex- 
pected to make room for them, and also from the mouths of Social Democrats. Or Holger 
Boerner in Wiesbaden calls for a more generous allocetion of facilities for people 
requesting asylum than is being done in Bavaria--Wal’:er Wallmann in Frankfurt replies 
with irritation that the city's capacity has long been exceeded. He has good argu- 
ments against an excellent principle. 


The third explanation for the dispersal of politics is that consensus about growth 
policy fell apart in the cities and regions first. That was where the negative conse- 
quences of growth and industrialization, that simple secret of progress, were first 
perceived. 


The impact on communities was particularly strong. Economic growth took its toll 

in natural resources and acreage; the higher living standard in living area. Now 
there is a shortage of nature, acreage, living space. In addition, there are changes 
in life style and material needs. Frequently the old people remain alone in their 
houses or apartments; the young people prefer to leave, looking for a place in housing 
developments or otherwise seeking their chance to live their lives. Generally, there 
is a greater demand for vacant housing; for nooks in which one can settle down in 
comfort. On the one hand, living space is getting more scarce and acreage more expen- 
sive; on the other, demand is increasing. A clash of these requirements would seem 
almost inevitable. 


A !ook at the big cities quickly shows the amount of explosive present. Unfortunately 
it took the squatters to call attention to the festering conflicts. Some people 
engage in speculation and drive real estate prices up; others have an urgent need 

for housing or look for an opportunity to live the way they want to. In Berlin this 
leads to new conflicts daily. Experts go so far as to say the “ownership of real 
estate is increasingly becoming the decisive factor of one's capital." Also, that 
"soon real estate owners and non-owners will constitute two separate classes;" that 
the mass of the population is excluded from the gain in real estate values and ex- 
periences it only by way of rent increases. That is another practical reason for 

us to be experiencing a renaissance of communal politics. 
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On the side increasing demand and greater scarcity; on the other, greater awareness 
of ecological growth limits and the negative features of progress--this contradiction 
too became evident first "on the bottom." The time is long past since there was 
enthusiasm for every new meter of superhighway; rather, smoldering fires are ignited 
in the communities by every effort to cut ew clearings through the landscape. What 
one person still considers modernization * e next sees as destruction. 


At the top, these controversies and negative factors of growth politics are perceived 
quite late in the game. Even “conservative” Manfred Rommel has shown greater under- 
standing for Jochen Vogel's short-term attempt in Berlin finally to react to these 
conflicts than did the governing Social Democrats in Bonn. Problems involving foreigners, 
breaks in communication, new lines of demarcation between civil cultures and subcultures 
in the cities, marginalization and criminality--all those are negative aspects of 

which the capital is hardly aware. And it is just as much a part of it as are the 
flourishing urban culture, the alternative publications, the animated youth centers 

like Nuremberg's KOMM, this whole congenial multitude which is so little comprehended 

by the one-dimensional political concepts at the top. 


This can also serve as an explanation of why there is so much sighing in city halls 
about a lack of understanding. This can be heard from the CDU's Rommel as well as 
from the SPD's Oskar Lafontaine, who complains in Saarbruecken's city hall that he 
cannot understand "that the whole party is forever staring at Bonn" and that it keeps 
asking whether the chancellor is being embarrassed. His problem is how many young 
people are out of work and what is to become of the foundries. 


In the localities concerned, in the everyday life of the communities and cities, 
people are learning how to live wit the daily controversies. Manfred Rommel is a 
prime example of this capability. It is in the cities, in his judgement, that the 
two main problems of this society become evident: The culture movement with its 
subjective doubts about growth and the objective limits encountered there by growth 
politics, where real estate has become scarce or made exorbitantly expensive by spec- 
ulators. 


More housing, but also more growth; employment and opportunities for the future, 

but also consideration for the quality of housing and of life; new construction for 
Daimler-Benz, but without pouring concrete on the last remaining meadows--apparently, 
sighs Rommel, the people can "live with those contradictions today." And so he lives 
with them himself. Renouncing "artificial stardom," as he calls it wit» an ironic 
sidelong glance at the politics at headquarters, thus becomes the politicians’ best 
life insurance. 


No everyone arrives at those insights: Frankfurt's Chief Mayor Wallmann praises 

the Hesse Land government which is just now trying to eliminate the daily conflicts 

and the difference in objectives between the local population concerned and Wiesbaden's 
politicians by using police truncheons. 


Now growth is stopping entirely. This cannot give satisfaction to those who based 
their promises of progress on it, nor to those who are exposing this progress as 

a myth. In times of economic crisis problems have a tendency to drift downward. 
And this is the fourth explanation for the dispersal of politics. 
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In times of zero growth, crises and redistribution conflicts do not affect abstract 
"societal groups." They affect cities, communities, individuals. Mayor Hans Koschnick 
complains that those of Bonn's economy measures which appear to be of a purely fiscal 
nature lead, for practical purposes, to an expensive "augmentation of tasks for Laender 
and communities," If there is a crisis in Europe's steel industry, this impacts 
directly on the workers in Dortmund's Hoesch enterprise. This unifies a whole city 

in protest. 


The politicians argup about whether we are experiencing a structural or a cyclical 
crisis or, as the CDU is asking, how we should arrive at a new definition of the 
sucial market economy. But for practical purposes, the issues are not market economy 
or management, Keynesian theory or monetarism. The local issue is simply (to cite 

an example) the shaky, old-established Adler-Works in Frankfurt with their worn- 

out management. That even puts the Catholic Church and the SPD, which one minute 

ago were engaged in a public squabble, into the same boat. 


Growth had been the one commandment which had been followed during the 1960s and 
still in the 1970s by the federal government, the Laender and the communities. And 
growth had to be planned for. Many of today's conflicts can be explained as being 
a reaction to the planning schedule--and therein lies the fifth explanation for the 
flight of politics to the provinces. 


In the early 1970s the consensus appeared to be falling apart here and there. Frank- 
furt's harassed mayor Walter Moeller, for example, attempted in vain to change course 
and to create a city worth living in. Jochen Vogel demanded new real estate policies 
(and, especially, new real estate taxes) from Munich's chief mayor. Even the IG 
Metall complained that noise, dirt and disturbances of communications in the areas 

of high concentration were gradually beginning to eclipse the former's advantages 
such as mobility, better chances for choice of occupation, greater opportunities 

for education and cultural facilities. At that time, the trade union complained 

that planning and subsidies were predominantly directed toward the needs of the economy, 
rather than those of the population. Incidentally, such criticism sounds completely 
up-to-date in view of the Frankfurt Airport disaster. 


But the winners in this altercation were those who pushed growth and who tried to 
grapple with the "disparities" between Federal Government and the Laender, and those 
between the Laender and the communities. The cities were pushing for income from 
growth--all the more so in view of che approaching crisis--without wanting to take 
the costs of growth into account. Former Hannover city manager Martin Neuffer said 
in retrospect: "Traditionally, growth was for communities not only 'beneficial,' 

it was practically proof of successful community policy: Growth in population, in 
area (by incorporation), in employment, in local and long distance traffic, in infra- 
structure and service facilities...." 


This also included the wave of organizational reforms which rolled over the FRG. 
Everyone tried to outdo the next man in his ambition for modernization. In Hesse, 

the CDU taunted the SPD for trying to tie the historical cities of Giessen and Wetzlar 
together into a "twin city" (actually, Holger Boerner has since corrected that mis- 
take). In Baden-Wuerttemberg the CDU combined cities and communities with similarly 
inappropriate rigor, took away their individuality, renamed them with artificial 
labels--simplification and efficiency were the highest commandment. And in Duesseldorf 
the liberals kept on practicing their modernization policies until they finally got 
kicked out of the city halls. Citizens protest initiatives thus did not really come 
out of nowhere. 
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Today's opposition movements can thus be described, along with the many small local 
revolutions, as a reaction to the mistakes, ommissions and fallacies of yesterday. 

Now this is almost becoming a fad. "Small is beautiful:" Who is not saying this 
today? It is the popular motto directed against centralized power, against the rules 
of representative democracy, which is seen as policy making from the top; against 

major construction and plans; against the mentality of housing construction developers 
such as the "Neuve Heimat" which has, with its acreage-covering reclamation progrens, 
contributed at least as much to the Berlin election defeat as did the Social Democrats. 


In Rommel's view, cities are the Noah's Ark of today. That is why a mayor needs 
"more breathing space." "I wish I had a little more autonomy," he admist. From 

this viewpoint, quite a few federal laws, such as the construction law, are unwieldy, 
like relics from other planning periods and thus intrude into a present which is 
formed by totally different wishes and requirements. 


What the mayors call "autonomy" is understood to mean "plebiscite" by the citizens. 
They counter decisions from central authority with majority desires locally. At 

least the activists among them want to have a real voice--uwilike during the planning 
years. Some subliminal motives are of course playing a part in these counter move- 
ments. Some seek refuge in their private idyls or want to turn their back on politics. 
But others want to conduct politics where in their opinion there is a last chance 

to do so: In the province. 


Both play a part in the new regionalism which has become a new European phenomenon 
during the last few years. In this country, regionalism finds its complement in 
local conflict, or in the rediscovery of the "homeland" concept, which for a long 
time had been in disrepute for obvious reasons. It is a similar story here: For 
some people this is a cover for a romantic living in the past; for others the easily 
understandable wish for a chance at self identification which is no longer attainable 
in "big" politics. 


When there are complaints by the vintners in Wyhl, the farmers in Brokdorf, the teachers 
in Walldorf and the environmentalists in the Altmuehl valley that growth politics 

must not be conducted on their backs and that there is a limit to it all somewhere, 

than it is easy for politicians of the old school to taunt them that Saint Florian 

is haunting them. And it is true, they all look toward their own church steeple 

first. Everyone is fighting for his own job, his own rights, hos own survival. Inci- 
dentally, such tendencies can be observed even in the work places, where an occasional 
breath of syndicalist spirit makes itself felt. 


In effect this often results in the loss of ability to incorporate these demands 

with a political context and to accept politics on any level other than the local 
one: The protest remains local. Only on rare occasions, such as last October 10 
(for different causes) during the peace demonstration, does it also impact on Bonn 
itself. That is why the forms of representative democracy are becoming increasingly 
less effective, as Holger Boerner so loudly complains. The people concerned at the 
Frankfurt Airport see him and his vacillating interior minister Gries as only a hack 
clinging stubbornly to principles: Representative democracy versus fundamental oppo- 
sition. 
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Small wonder therefore that conservative theoreticians are increasingly moaning that 
society is becoming steadily less governable. They see it as diffuse, diverse-- 
somehow eerie. Helmut Schmidt, a very popular chancellor, is often heard talking 

in the same vein. On those occasions he reiterates his ideas of what leadership 

is all about; inherent in this is that political authority is no longer respected 

these days. And he wishes occasionally that he could somehow profit from his popularity 
or that he could clarify the situation with powerful language, as Holger Boerner 

is currently trying to do in Frankfurt and for which he is presumably sorry. But 

is there still a chance for this? Authority is not the only think that has disappeared. 
Politics itself has flown the coop. | 
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POLITICAL FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


DISPUTE OVER LOEWENTHAL'S 'THESES' INCREASES SPD DISCORD 
Hamburg DEK SPIEGEL in German 14 Dec 81 p 23 
/Article: "Trend Toward Suicide"/ 


/Text/ The dispute over the theses by Loewenthal, a Berlin 
political scientist, on the course of the SPD is driving the 
party toward a new test of strength, Will there be a duel 
between Brandt and Schmidt? 


Originally the Social Democrats wanted to vote on nuclear missiles and NATO policies 
during their Munich party rally next April. Then--in Geneva the superpowers were 
meeting at the negotiation table, in the FRG the number of unemployed people rose to 
1.5 million--Party Chairman Willy Brandt made the employment policy the most impor- 
tant item on the agenda. 


Since last week it seems that the main topic has again been changed to a new one: 
the dispute over the future course of the SPD. Willy Brandt's integration policy 
is in ~pposition to Helmut Schmidt's limitation policy. 


The st>2rm surrounding the theses by Richard Loewenthal, a Berlin political scientist, 
"concerning the identity of the Social Democracy" indicates that a dispute over 
principles may take place in Munich, which will be the fiercest argument since the 
adoption of the Godesberg Program in 1959. 


At that time, the party of the workers--which until then had been strictly social- 
istic in its orientation--opened its doors to the bourgeois middle class. Now the 
issue is whether the SPD should exclude the "Green's" and Alternatives or whether 
it should try to merge its regular voters with "the postindustrial, new middle 
class" (Party Manager Peter Giotz). 


The discussions in the executive committee of the party, the parliamentary group 
and at the grass roots clearly show: This time it will not be possible to cover 
up the conflict with lukewarm compromise formulas. 


When the SPD executive committee met on Monday last week, Brandt tried to strike 
a counterblow to an action instigated by the right wing of the party led by 
Annemarie Renger, vice-presid#nt of the Bundestag. The SPD leader was outraged: 
"The trick has been recognized. The cuts have been noticed." Brandt felt that 
the "proposal" initiated by the duo Loewenthal/Renger, supported by Herbert 
Wehner--leader of the parliamentary group--was an attack on the office and person 
of the party chairman. 
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Even more alarming must have been the fact that only Hans-Jochen Vogel, Volker 
Hauff and Johannes Rau supported the chairman and that important comrades like 
Schmidt, Wehner and Hesse's Minister-President Holger Boerner criticized only the 
style of the campaign. 

© 
They were in agreement with the contents and thrust of the theses: To be sure, it 
was against the "religious war,” Boerner declared, but it was "quite good" that the 
SPD had an opportunity to use the paper for its discussion of employment and workers. 
Even the chancellor left no doubt about where he stands: "We must attract more 
middle-of-the-road people to the party and not jeopardize the responsibjJities of the 
government." The SPD must "not drift toward suicide, yet many segments of the party 
are currently going that way." 


Herbert Wehner acted contrite, pretending that he had not known anything about the 
intrigues: "I am not in competition with the party chairman and the chancellor." 
As leader of the parliamentary group it is his duty "to support both of them and 
not to play off one against the other." In reality he has been playing for a long 
time: on the side of Helmut Schmidt. On 24 November, the same day on which 
Annemarie Renger sent out Loewenthal's theses, Wehner took the political sermon on 
penitence by another SPD professor and had it placed on the shelves of all SPD 
deputies. In this paper, Kurt Sontheimer, a conservative political scientist from 
Munich, warned against the affiliation with Alternatives. Wehner adopted his 
principal sentence: “The danger to our democracy...today originates, above all, 
in an alternative policy which intentionally isolates itself and defines itself 
differently from the traditional policies of the democratic constitutional state." 


During the meeting of the parliamentary group on Tuesday last week Brandt showed 

how hurt he was. He took issue with the initiators and signatories of the Loewenthal 
theses during a speech that was frequently interrupted by shouts from the ranks of 
the sewer workers, and he even threatened to resign: He had no intention of "tear- 
ing" himself apart in further sham battles...whoever wants to, will have to carry 

on the dispute without me.” 


But his opponents could not be intimidated. Frau Renger stated: "Criticism does 
not have to stop a Willy Brandt either." Even Horst Ehmke, a onetime political 
protege of Brandt, took a stand: As a "middle-aged friend of Willy's and his 
companion in battle" he demanded that the chairman should "clearly indicate once in 
a while who does not belong to us." 


Norbert Gansel from Kiel said mockingly: "It is always embarrassing when a protege 
calls himself a companion." And Gerhard Schroeder, former leader of the Young 
Socialists, expressed later: "It was Ehmke's Brutus speech." 


Wehner, leader of the parliamentary group and signer of the Loewenthal theses, was 
silent during the debate, but he made sure that Brandt would not get an opportunity 
to reply to his critics. 


In his stead, Schmidt summarized the discussion, and he forbade, almost in a fatherly 
manner, “public attacks by leading Social Democrats against leading Social Democrats." 
And he announced in an aside that he would take up the fight for the right SPD course. 
During his Christmas vacation in Florida he wants to "write down what has to be 
written down" about the condition of the party. The last time the chancellor 
presented a similar interim account was 10 years ago. Schmidt in 1971 reads like 
Loewenthal in 1981: The SPD can remain an important political force only if it is 
"primarily a party of employees, of white-collar and blue-collar workers." Other- 
wise it would change "from a people's party into a sect." 
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If Schmidt remains true to these principles and rejects Brandt's efforts to let 
the protest generation return to the SPD, a duel between the two prominent SPD 


leaders will be inevitable. 


Brandt has already annourced that he will tie his reelection to the confidence 
question concerning his integration course: "Whoever votes for me, must also know 
what he votes for." 
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POLITICAL FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


DIVERSITY OF SPD MEMBERSHIP SEEN CAUSING PROBLEMS 
Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG in German 25 Nov 81 p 4 
[Article by Peter Diehl-Thiele: "The Inner Crisis of the spp" |] 


[Text] The SPD is suffering from consumption, The diagnosis of the state of sick- 
ness: Identity crisis and loss of orientation. Reports of membership losses in 
major cities indicate catastrophic figures: In Munich the loss is 27.6 percent, in 
Frankfurt 21.9 percent, in Cologne 20 percent, in Hannover 19.6 percent....If the 
SPD were to be removed from the government in Bonn, it would be facing a more severe 
impotence than it did during Adenauer's time because of the disintegration of its 
former bastions in Laender and local communities. 


This grave prospect revived a discussion within the party which began with the enor- 
mous sociological changes of the SPD during the 1960's: How can intellectuals and 
workers be kept together under one roof? At one time, the traditional regular voters 
of the Social Democratic Party amounted to less than one-third of the votes, At the 
same time, however, it suffered less from problems of homogeneity than the CDU/CSU or 
even the FDP did. Because of the attraction of Willy Brandt, party chairman (for the 
first time at that time) and later chancellor, 670,000 new members joined the SPD : 
during the decade between 1964 and 1974. Two-thirds of them were less than 35 years 
old. The share of the workers shrank from 55 to 28 percent; university and high school 
students as well as young socialists (most of them civil servants, for instance, 
teachers) captured the local associations. 


The road to power in government opened up for the SPD as a consequence of the ex- 
pansions of its spectrum. Today, however, it looks as if the diversity within the 
party is the cause of those difficulties which threaten its position in the govern- 
ment. Herbert Wehner is accusing Party Chairman Brandt publicly of doing too little 
for the party and relying coo much on mailing out brochures. 


One can tell the extent of the miserable mood in the SPD by listening to the words 
expressed by Hans Koschnick during the recent SPD Land party meeting in Bremen: He 

spoke of "semi-intellectual self-mutilation" and "delight in the decline,” Not only 

the big topics, such as counterarming, nuclear energy, environmental protection, 

programs for the creation of jobs, are a strain on the internal coheston of the party. 
Even more demoralizing are the crude manners and the vulgar language that have be- 

come a habit. This trait, however, is not only to be found in the SPD but in the 

society of the FRG in general: Controversies are seldom settled through rational ar- 
guments any more, but rather they are fought out with emotional insults and insinuations, 


25 








A special problem of the SPD, however, seems to be the alienation of workers from 

the intellectual spokesmen. As the total number of members is declining, the pro- 
portion of workers has dropped to 20 percent. As a consequence, Peter Glotz, the 
manager on the federal level, presented a proposal which is to be voted on during the 
national SPD party congress in April 1982 in Munich: Ten percent of the delegate 
seats in party sub-bezirks are to be reserved for workers (as a rule, it means 
factory councilmen). But so far no agreement has been reached. Glotz proceeded 

from the obvious fact that the selection of the SPD leadership is concentrated on 
white-collar workers and civil servants. A service job almost seems to be a pre- 
requisite for getting somewhere within the party. One member of the SPD executive 
committee put it this way: Whoever does not have a telephone at his place of work, 
does not have much of a chance to obtain a seat. Therefore Glotz calls those people 
who work in plants “involuntarily excluded workers from our political reality." 

As far as the SPD is concerned, it is a "question of its identity" to offer workers 
easier and better participation. How this can be organized in detail--is a problem 
that has to be decided by the party. At any rate, it is a symptom of the crisis that 
a special status for workers has to be considered at all. 


Eight years ago, the SPD tried once before to counter in part the sociological revo- 
lution within the party. It has been that long that Herbert Wehner has been cau- 
tioning against the split in the party. At that time, when the Young Socialists 
were monopolizing the microphones during internal party meetings, the party leader- 
ship was afraid that the workers, particularly in large cities and university towns, 
might seek their political Lome exclusively in labor unions and thus increase the 
trend among labor unions to assume the role of a replacement party. The result was 
the establishment of the Committee for Labor Studies by the SPD. It was (and is) 
the consolidation of 3,000 SPD factory groups. The right-wing party members were 
hoping that it would serve as a counterbalance to the Young Socialists. But under 
the chairmanship of Helmut Rohde it did not become what it could have been: The 
most powerful faction within the SPD. To the disappointment of Jochen Vogel and 
Helmut Schmidt, slogans similar to those sounded by the Young Socialists could be 
heard as soon as the Committee for Labor Studies was founded, during its first 
congress: They were calling for the nationalization of banks and large industries.... 


During a phase of economic crisis it is unavoidable for a social democratic party 
to experience a split with its old regular members, the working class. In addition 
to this finding, the SPD is encumbered by the haughtiness that was displayed by the 
intellectuals and with which they drove away workers "at the grass-roots" level. 
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POLITICAL FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY 


GENSCHER RECEIVES NAMIBIAN DELEGATION 
West Berlin DER TAGESSPIEGEL in German 27 Noy 81 p 10 
(Article: "Genscher Promises Free Namibia Partnership and Help"] 


[Text] Bonn--Yesterday, when talking to politicians from former South-West Africa 
in Bonn, FRG Minister of Foreign Affairs Genscher emphasized that the Western pro- 
posals for a future Namibian constitution are an "indispensable foundation" for the 
later independence of the country. Genscher received for the first time a delega- 
tion of the largest political group within Namibia, the Democratic Turnhalle 
Alliance (DTA), led by its President Kalangula. 


The Western proposals were submitted in October in Windhoek during the most recent 
consultative trip of the group of five (the FRG, France, Great Britain, Canada and 
the United States). They provide a constitution according to democratic principles, 
According to a statement which was later released by a spokesman for the Foreign 
Office, Genscher emphasized the urgency and indispensable necessity to use this 
foundation as a contribution to finding a solution to the negotiations concerning the 
independence of Namibia, in accordance with the resolution by the UN World Security 
Council, which recommended that this be done "constructively, fairly and without any 
further delay." 


Like most of the other political groups in Namibia, the DTA--which is a coalition of 
11 different black and white parties--has to date been opposed to any United Nations 
participation and, in particular, to elections supervised by the United Nations, 
because in the opinion of these groups the world organization is favoring unilaterally 
the independence organization of SWAPO. 


Genscher promised that "a free and independent Namibia" would enjoy a partnership 


based on "friendship and assistance." According to current plans, elections in 
Namibia are to take place next year. 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


PAPER EXAMINES IMPLICATIONS OF CP INFIGHTING 
Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 20 Dec 81 p 2 
[Editorial by Henrik von Bonsdorff | 


[Text] Henrik von Bonsdorff discusses the acute schism 
in the communist party and the possibility that the party 
is on its way to a definitive split in today's editorial. 


Have the conflicting factions within the communist party now come to the end of 
the line, have they reached the point of no return? These questions were raised 
quite often in the past decade but so far the answer has been in the negative. 
The official party unity simply had to be maintained externally, even if the 
means are increasingly artificial. 


After the voting drama in parliament on Thursday when 11 members of parliament 
who opposed the majority decision voted for an additional billion for unemploy- 
ment measures and were immediately expelled from the People's Democratic group for 
the rest of this election period, one begins to suspect that the die has been 
cast all along the line, that both sides have taken a step toward a decisive test 
of strength within the party. 


The old and in this situation one might say sorely-tried party boss, Aarne Saari- 
nen, restrained himself and tried in the name of solidarity to get the entire 
group to back the voting proposal of the minority. Despite the fact that in so 
doing he helped, at least indirectly, to make the party take a stand against the 
government policy line he has defended in his years as chairman: that the Finnish 
CP and the People's Democratic movement should sit at the government table, not 
persist feverishly in an unproductive opposition based on class struggle. 


Saarinen was left standing alone. The parliamentary group split when the factions 
proved to be uncooperative. And now the party chairman is bitterly threatening 
to resign--he refuses to preside over a party on its way to collapse. As early 
as the party congress in May he was forced to suffer the ignominy of being re- 
elected by the party minority and a small group from the majority. The appeals, 
doubtful from the beginning, for more effective cooperative efforts which the 
congress issued have proved to be just as hollow as expected, in other words they 
missed the mark entirely, at least higher up in the party hierarchy. Saarinen's 
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move in the presidential issue last weekend was not met with applause by his own 
people, on the contrary there was direct and open criticism in several quarters. 
And now the inglorious setback in parliament which the party boss himself de- 
scribed as such a repulsive spectacle that he didn't even bother to observe it 
from his seat in parliament. 


No wonder that Saarinen may feel he has had enough. For form's sake he will not 
condemn out of hand all possibilities for compromise. But his terms, that the 
party opposition pledge themselves to be guided strictly in the future by the 
decision of the party organ (the majority) and that its messenger, TIEDONANTAJA, 
refrain from its underground work against party unity, are of such a nature that 
not even he believes they can be met. 


This would mean according to Saarinen's own words that he would withdraw from the 
arena sometime after the election. That is scarcely the finale the head of the 
Finnish CP would like after more than 15 years as the party's figurehead. During 
those years he has become something of a politician with national dimensiotis and 
he has won respect--if not direct supporters as well--over many party lines. It 
is very likely that he is now regretting that he did not stick to his decision to 
resign on his own initiative at the congress in May. Viewed from the outside it 
would have been a worthier exit which one feels this veteran deserved. 


But of course it is not just Aarne Saarinen's personality that is involved. Or 
Taisto Sinisalo's for that matter even though one can count on the present titular 
opposition leader disappearing through the trapdoor in Saarinen's footsteps. 


The question is: what will happen with the Finnish CP? It can't go on like this 
much longer, the majority says in chorus. And the words are re-echoed from the 
minority, although they have a different meaning there. The majority views the 
time as more than ripe to restore order in the ranks, to make the Finnish CP once 
more into a homogeneous and forceful party that acts according to specific rules 
through changes at the top as well as at lower levels and evidently if all else 
fails through a purge of the cadres even though in practice this would mean 
splitting up the party. The minority is demanding a regrouping around the banner 
of the class struggle after discussion and an exchange of views. But this should 
be done, at least in Sinisalo's interpretation, without extra party congresses 
and the like that would simply serve as arenas for impulses for revenge and re- 
taliation. 


Why, one wonders, did the Taistoites carry the bickering in parliament deliberate- 
ly to such a point that the confrontation and the ensuing failure became unavoid- 
able? The party organ, KANSAN UUTISET, pinpointed the blame for this on "circles 
around TIEDONANTAJA," in other words forces outside the parliamentary group who 
want at all costs to destroy the growing mood of reconciliation they thought they 
could detect among the parliamentarians. And these forces succeeded. It is hard 
to assess the truth of the allegation from outside, of course. But the Taistoite 
paper's rancorous and menacing language with its incitements day after day to 
fight even at the risk of a party split would seem to substantiate the charges of 
KANSAN UUTISET. 
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The conclusion must be that there are two militant power centers in the Finnish 
CP that are forcing the party into a showdown that could end it in the form it 
has had since the end of the war. In other words we could be looking forward to 
a time when there are two parties on the extreme left wing. Such a split would 
presumably involve a weakening of the left wing which we cannot regard in prin- 
ciple as a misfortune for our society. But at the same time it should be empha- 
gized that the collapse of a large and previously united party, externally at 
least, its division into two parts fighting each other in a hard and ruthless 
fashion, is hardly something that is especially desirable with regard to social 
peace and a calm development of domestic and foreign policy. Here we can simply 
recall the experiences from the Social Democratic Party schism in the 1950's and 
1960's although the cases are not exactly comparable. 


The first taste of what the open split in the communist camp could lead to will 

probably come in what is left of the campaign before the decision in January. In 
this struggle the communists will now be a more uncertain factor than we previous- 
ly anticipated. The same thing can also be said of certain aspects of the period 
starting after the election with the formation of a government, everyday politics, 
conditions within the union movement and so on. 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


KOIVISTO DISCUSSES CP FEUD, PRESIDENCY 
Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in Swedish 20 Dec 81 p 9 
[Interview with Mauno Koivisto by Jan-Anders Ekstrom; date and place not given] 


[ Excerpts | Mauno Henrik Xoivisto, born 1923; undergraduate, 1949, Ph. D., 1956; 
manager of Abo harbormaster's office, public school teacher, vocational counselor, 
executive director of the Workers Savings Bank, chairman of the board of directors 
of the Bank of Finland; finance minister, 1966-67, 1972; prime minister, 1968-70, 
1979--; member of Social Democratic Party since 1947; married to Tellervo Kan- 
kaanranta; one daughter. 


"I am assuming that presidential candidates will not indulge in any bargaining 
during the voting by the electoral assembly. It is natural and understandable 
that there will be a need for groups of electors to hold discussions among them- 
selves. But I would advise against reaching any kind of agreement." 


These statements were made by the Social Democratic presidential candidate, Prime 
Minister Mauno Koivisto--who has been singled out as the "major candidate" in the 
presidential election. 


He countered the speculations about the communists’ "price" for helping to elect 
Koivisto with another question: What are the other bids? 


Koivisto, who doesn't start his actual campaign before the end of this month 
admits that an election victory for him would benefit the Social Democratic Party. 
But he pointed out that this is not necessarily the case. There could also be 
less pleasant consequences for the Social Democrats. 


[Question] Was the decision on a late campaign start on your part made by you 
yourself or was it the Social Democratic leadership's idea? 


[Answer] I was the one who wanted it that way. There were also reasons for it. 
In the first place I also have other things to take care of. In the second place 
I have appeared in public quite a lot. In addition I doubt there really is so 
much to say that one can keep the interest level up over a longer period. 
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Of course there should be some sort of discussion. But I don’t understand what 
others have to say about my way of viewing this. Everyone does things in the way 
that suits them best. 


[Question | Has the debate that has taken place so far tended to clarify what the 
candidates intend to do in the areas of foreign and domestic policy? 


[Answer] Well, it's another matter whether candidates read other's speeches and 
interviews. I wonder if they do. Are there any voters who read through all this 
and only then make up their minds, who try to study the answers candidates give 
to hypothetical questions? For that is mainly what is involved, the stand candi- 
dates take on hypothetical future situations. 


Must Views Differ? 


[Question | It has been emphasized meny times how important foreign policy is. 
Has enough been said about that? 


[Answer] That is also an interesting question. One should discuss things and it 
is good to do so. But does one also assume that there are differing views on the 
matter? Are people disappointed if there aren't differing opinions? I have pre~ 
sented my views, I did so in a speech in Forssa and later in various interviews. 


[Question] Is the debate limited somewhat by the fact that all candidates say 
they support the official foreign policy line? 


[ Answer | Here too one could ask why a debate is needed on issues everyone 
agrees on. 


[Question | But do they all'in fact agree? 


[ Answer | My understanding is that everyone has reported backing the mutual line. 
What else is there to say? One can't ask questions and one can't say anything 
when one hasn't read everything that has been said. That would be a very onesided 
debate and the words would vary only slightly. 


[Question | Is it possible that the turn taken by the course of events in Poland 
will have any effect on our presidential election? 


[Answer] That is very hard to say. What kind of effect should it have? After 
all, we all have about the same attitude, that we shouldn't intervene. One can 
be sympathetic but one must show restraint. On that score we all back the 
"Snellman" line. 


Abstract Debate 
[Question] Is there any special need to make specific assurances to the outside 


world that we still back the old line, for example through continuing the old 
government base and with government forces who are tested in foreign policy? 
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[Answer] We have so much discussion that is conducted on an abstract level. It 
is hard to know what people really mean in the final analysis. Do people have 
anything concrete in mind or is it all about entirely abstract conepts? But 
everyone says the same thing: it is very important to have trusting relationships 
with our neighbors and primarily with the Soviet Union. 


Our eastern neighbor has clearly said--it was in Brezhnev's greeting to Kekkonen-- 
that "we are sure that the friendly, trusting and cooperative relations between 
the Soviet Union and Finland will continue to develop to the benefit of the 
peoples of our lands as well as to the advantage of international cooperation, 
detente and peace." 


Mainly Personal 


[ Question | Are there in the approaching presidential election the ingredients 
for domestic policy differentiation or is this a purely personal election? 


[ Answer | Naturally it is a personal election since one is electing one person as 
president of the republic. But beyond that the election also has political re- 
percussions--repercussions that are quite difficult to predict. So much depends 
on how the electoral vote goes, which combinations occur in the electoral assem- 
bly, who is elected and with whose votes. Probably no one could predict any of 
this today. 


No Agreement 


[Question] A lot has been said about the "high price” the communists will demand 
to help elect the Social Democratic candidate. Can one make this kind of deal in 
this context, can presidential candidates commit themselves to anything in ad- 
vance? 


[Answer] I have never heard that presidential candidates did anything of the 

sort in the past. And I predict that presidential candidates now won't be in- 
volved in any kind of bargaining either. But I can well imagine that the electors 
whose candidates are eliminated or whose candidates wish to drop out will want to 
hear the candidates’ views on their future actions and I would regard that as 

very natural. But I would certainly advise against any kind of agreement being 
made. 


It is my understanding that there have been discussions among groups of elecotral 
representatives between ballots in the past. I can conceive of something Like 
that. But with special reference to the communists and you talk about a price, 
don't there have to be two bids? Isn't that what happens in practice? What is 
the other bid? 


[ Question | Is it possible that the parties would strike bargains without directly 
involving the candidates? 
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[ Answer | It is possible something like that might be needed because of the kind 
of system we have. One can say that the system almost calls for deliberations. 
Jansson's thinking, for instance, is based almost entirely on that. 


When One Knows the Reason 


[ Question] There has also been some debate about what kind of socialist Mauno 
Koivisto is. Excerpts from previously published works have been used and dif- 
ferent people have said both one thing and another. Has the debate led to a need 
for more detailed clarification? 


[Answer] I have answered this question several times already but people aren't 
satisfied. That is because apparently they hope I will answer with a single word. 
The question itself is not difficult. But when one knows the purpose for which 
the answer is needed.... 


I think I have answered quite a lot already. What have the others said about 
themselves? Do all those who are nonsocialists say just that? That they are 
right-wing? No, exactly. If you ask Virolainen if he is a socialist or not, he 
says he is not a socialist but he doesn't say he is right-wing. I told a Polish 
ambassador once that we have three kinds of party here in Finland. We have non- 
right-wingers, nonsocialists and one party that is simultaneously both non- 
right-wing and nonsocialist.... 


Is it the feeling now that there are two kinds of people in this country, some 
kind of patricians and plebeians. Do people think you can divide people into two 
groups, that you can stamp them with one concept that says it all? 


[Question] Obviously people are wondering whether President Koivisto would so- 
cialize Finland. 


[ Answer | But that is not up to the president at all. As prime minister I have 
held the view that it is primarily the government and parliament who are respon- 
sible for domestic policy and economic policy. Are people suddenly starting to 
respond to issues on the premise that we have presidential authority and not par~ 
liamentary rule? What is the reason behind a question like that? 


I would like to point out that in the instances when the president of Finland has 
made a decision that was contrary to what the government wanted it has always pro- 
duced enormous headlines. 


In some other contexts there is a great need to emphasize how unified we are or 
should be but then suddenly people are divided up into two clearly distinct 
groups with entirely different views. 


Nuances Gone 


[ Question | Is there any reason to go on using the old division of people into 
socialists and nonsocialists or has the ideological dividing line become blurred? 





[ Answer | There is good reason to say that today we have considerably fewer dif- 
ferences in society than we used to. At least the differences are expressed in a 
much calmer way than used to be the case. Our discussions are usually full of 
nuances. Now, prior to the presidential election, they want to do away with all 
the nuances. 


[ Question] It has been said that the influence and position of the Social Demo- 
cratic Party would be strengthened substantially if a Social Democrat is elected 
president of the republic. Is that assessment correct? 


[ Answer | They are probably referring more to the indirect effect this could have. 
It is hard to say. The election outcome would probably tend to have that effect 
but a lot of other things can happen at the same time. What happens is the re- 
sult of an interaction among many different tendencies in society. At times it 
was probably a little difficult for the Center Party that Kekkonen came from 
their party. It can be that the party from whose ranks the president comes will 
get a lift in prestige but it can also happen that the party in question is sub- 
jected to expectations that can be considered troublesome. 


No Question of Changing Policy 
[ Question | Can one count on a so-called Mitterrand effect in that case? 


[Answer| In the cases of both Mitterrand and Papandreou in Greece the political 
leaders wanted to change policy and society. And that is not the issue in Finland 
today. 


[ Question] Broad popularity among the people can provide a good basis for a 
strong presidential authority. How do you view that? 


[ Answer | It is also a good point of departure not to base too much on popularity. 
Naturally it is good to know what people think but we have a system that is pri- 
marily parliamentary. I have always felt the parliamentary--parliament and the 
government--should be placed first. I have never said anything else. 
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POLITICAL FINLAND 


FOREIGN POLICY ISSUES DOMINATE PRESIDENTIAL RACE 
Poll: Most Back 'Zone' 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 4 Dec 81 p 12 


[Article: "Survey Gauges Attitudes Toward Security Policy: Foreign Policy Lauded; 
Fear of Frictional Incidents Increases" ] 


(Yext] The Finns are especially satisfied with the course of the foreign policy 
practiced by Finland and in regard to the treaty of friendship, collaboration, and 
assistance between Finland and the Soviet Union, as indicated by the opinion poll 
that was conducted for the planning committee of the public information branch of 
the Finnish defense department. 


At the same time, however, the aumber of those who consider the probability that 
the occurrence of frictional incidents among the great powers is more likely than 
before has increased from the results of polls taken in previous years. 


The poll was taken in August 1981, when President Urho Kekkonen's illness was already 
public knowledge, but that it would turn out to be a permanently disabling factor 
was not yet known. 


According to the poll, 93 percent of Finns feel that Finland's foreign policy has 
been well managed. About 85 percent responded similarly in corresponding polls taken 
during the past decade. The unanimity of cpinion extends across party lines. 


However, caly members of the four largest parties were polled, namely, the Social 
Democratic, the Conservative, the Center Party, and the Finnish People's Democratic 
League. 


This August the treaty of friendship, collaboration and assistance received fuvorable 
percentages slightly in excess of polls taken in previous years. Currently 81 percent 
of Finns feel that this treaty is advantageous to Finland's present status. 


Of the Conservative Party supporters 72 percent indicated favorable responses, but 
that figure has been increasing uniformly since the end of the 1970's. Favorable 

responses were indcated from 86 percent of Center Party supporters, 90 percent from 
the Social Democrats, and 92 percent from Finnish People's Democratic League supporters. 
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Keep Defense Funds Unchanged 


Nearly 1/2, or 48 percent, of Finns feel that defense funding should be maintained 
at the current level. 


On the other hand, support for increased defense funding has decreased. While 32 
percent support an increase in defense funding, that figure 1 year ago was 41 percent. 


Considerable variation exists among the various party supporters on this issue. Of 
the Conservatives, 54 percent wish to increase defense expenditures. Among Center 
Party supporters that figure is 37 percent, 2/7 percent among Social Democrats, and 
19 percent among Finnish People's Democratic League supporters. 


Threat of Frictional Incidents Believed Increased 


In the minds of Finns the threat of frictional incidents occurring among the great 
powers increased during the past year. In this poll nearly every third respondent 
stated that the probability of such an occurrence is likely. Fewer than 1/4 were 
of that opinion 18 months ago. 


Of the supporters of the major parties, those fearing the threat in greatest degree 
are the People's Democrats (41 percent), and in the least degree the Social Democrats 
(22 percent). 


The decision to build the neutron bomb, from the viewpoint of a threat to peace among 
the great powers, is considered extremely serious by 40 percent of Finns. One out 
of four Finnish citizens consider it to be a threat to peace for Finland. 


One out of every five Finns consider the NATO Euro-missile decision to be especially 
threatening from the viewpoint of peace among the great powers. The situation in 
Poland is a matter of concern to 12 percent of Finns, and the Afghanistan situation 
to 5 percent. 


Nordic Countries Free of Nuclear Weapons 


According to the poll, 85 percent of Finns support the plan to have the Nordic countries 
free of nuclear weapons. The plan was opposed by 6 percent. In gauging the effective- 
ness of civil defense, 30 percent of Finns agreed with the allegation that civil 
defense is futile under present conditions. Two out of three were in opposition 

to this allegation. Nearly 80 percent were of the opinion that more funds should 

be used for civil defense. 


Two groups each consisting of nearly 500 percons above age 15 were interviewed during 
this poll. One group was interviewed by the Suomen Gallup Oy Finnish firm and the 
other by Tilastokeskus Finnish firm. 

Koivisto on Active Neutrality 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 9 Nov 81 p 8 


(Article: "Koivisto on Foreign Policy: Evasion of Responsibility Not Befitting 
for a Small Country"] 


[Text] "A small country such as Finland cannot in modern times make known that its 
aspirations for neutrality are based on evasion," said acting president and Prime 


37 








Minister Mauno Koivisto in a foreign policy speech on the evening of 8 November in 
Forssa. 


Koivisto based his theme on the teachings of such recognized Finnish masters as 
J. K. Paasikivi and Urho Kekkonen. Missing were the quotes from Brezhnev that the 
communist and Center Party speakers nurture in their foreign policy speeches. 


According to Koivisto a new generation, born during the period of the treaty of friend- 
ship, collaboration, and assistance and having gained political knowledgeability 
during the course of that treaty, has come into being in the working world in Finland, 
a generation that has a natural and favorable bent toward the idea of good neighborli- 
ness. "This does not, however, decrease the need for continuing the work of main- 
taining good relations between Finland and the Soviet Union and the strengthening 

of mutual collaboration." Koivisto brought back to mind Paasikivi's words about 
Finland's geographical position and the necessity for good neighborly relations. 

"He (Paasikivi) was well versed in the facts of history and was aware that the recog- 
nized facts of international politics do not change. The idea that international 
relations can be used as a tool for speculation is dangerous and deceptive." 


After stressing the prime importance of the friendship treaty, Koivisto noted that 
nothing has happened that could give cause to interpret the treaty in a new way. 


Koivisto considers that the results of the economic collaboration between Finland 
and the Soviet Union are considerable. "In the future, as well, we must see to it 
that the possibilities offered by a long-term collaborative program for the balanced 
growth of mutual reciprocity, in both exports and imports, will be fully utilized." 


Finland's security and stable international position, according to Koivisto, has 
been built since World War II mainly through foreign policy skill, "the importance 
of which is heightened by the stunning rate of development in arms technology by 
the great powers." 


"Kekkonen's Position Active" 


"Urho Kekkonen's point of departure has been based on the same geopolitical realism 
that in the past was represented in its purest form by Snellman and Paasikivi. But 
where, for Passikivi, the best work toward peace by small nations was the raising 

of the spiritual and material well-being of their own people, Kekkonen's basic position 
has been of a more active nature." 


Koivisto is of the opinion that it would be to Finland's advantage to try to influence 
developments abroad, in those places where Finland's fate will be decided. "A small 
country such as Finland cannot in modern times try to display its aspirations for 
neutrality through evasions. Finland does not wish to become involved in the prime 
disagreements between the great powers in the sense that Finland would promote the 
interests of one to the disadvantage of another. It is exactly this position that 
gives Finland an opportunity to do its share toward the solution of problems in the 
name of the interests of the entire international community." 
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Koivisto mentioned also the importance CSCE as a victory for Finnish foreign policy 
and expressed the hope that the strivings for a Nordic area free of nuclear weapons 
will be continued through every means. "Finland's international position is stable 
and peaceful, better than ever before in Finnish history, as President Kekkonen gives 
up management of the foreign policy, despite the fact that international tension 

has continued to mount for many years. This will not, however, cause Finns to neglect 
the basics of Finnish foreign policy or of vigilance in the observing of the inter- 
national situation." 


Holkeri Explains Stand on USSR 
Helsinki UUSI SUOMI in Finnish 29 Nov 81 pp 8-9 
(Article: "Harri Holkeri: Only Internationalization Guarantees Rising Living Standard" ] 


[Text] The desire to operate as an open economy has succeeded in Finland above all 
expectations. 


The problems arising from cutrate imports probably present the biggest challenge 
in Finland's foreign trade policy during the 1980's. 


In a speech on 28 November in Espoo before a group of his prospective presidential 
electors, Harri Holkeri expressed the view that the operational prerequisites of 
Finland's own industry may to some extent have been overlooked in the drafting of 
the KEVSOS treaties. 


He called also for revisions in the sales tax system, currently burdensome to exports, 
because the need for the assurance of the overall improvement in employment and in- 
comes demands growth in the proportion of marketable goods that goes into foreign 
trade. 


Finland cannot function without foreign trade. 


The large proportion of productivity that goes into foreign trade makes the policy 
practiced in regard to trade and foreign exchange of extreme importance in determining 
the economic developments and the marketing position of Finnish industry. 


The success of Finland's export trade depends above ail on the competitive capabilities 
of the goods that the country has to offer. Another important export factor is the 
increased demand brought about by economic improvement in buyer countries, Holkeri 
said. 


Finland's Task Is To Conform 


Finland's international influence is so small, however, that her negotiation objec- 
tives must be made to conform to the basic limits, in both trade and foreign exchange 
policy, that have already been determined by others. That being the case, Finland's 
negotion leeway is quite narrow. 


Finland's national economy now faces indisputable challenges. As competition intensi- 
fies and as the conditions of competition change, it becomes necessary, to an ever 
greater degree, for Finnish industry to devote adequate attention to quality competi- 
tion capability and price competition capability. No "special devices" can, however, 
be expected to be found. 
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After removal of the tariff barriers as the guiding force in the flow of goods in 
world trade, many countries have resorted to the device of "protectionism." 


The Great Drawbacks of Protectionism 


Thus far the great drawbacks of protectionism have been quite minimal in the case 
of Finland's exports. This has resulted partially from the utilitarian nature of 
Finnish exports in which the raw materials needed by industry occupy an essential 
position. Another partial reason may be that Finnish exporters have been opposed 
to protectionism. 


The indirect drawbacks of protectionism include the slowing of the growth rate of 
world trade and associated slow economic growth. All of the countries that engage 

in world trade, including the protectionist countries themselves, are forced to suffer 
these consequences. Newer modes of resolving trade policy problems have been brought 
forth by the TTT [Economic, Technical and Industrial Corporation] union which intends 
also to resolve many threshold problems. More broadly, when considered from the 
international viewpoint, the object of the collaboration is to create stability and 
continuity that goes beyond the mere exchange of goods in the economic relations 
between Finland and the countries having a differing economic system. This activity 
will be further promoted under the official leadership. 


Taxation System Requires Revision 


The business turnover tax [sales tax] system, as I see it, hampers Finnish export 
activity. A hidden domestic sales tax equivalent to surtax export fee of 3 to 5 
percent, depending on the category of goods, continues to encumber the exporting 
of industrial products. No other West European industrial country feels any longer 
able to afford to apply this fee. Finland ought to adopt without delay the West 
European sales tax practice. 


The most encompassing challenge in domestic trade policy during the 1980's is, perhaps, 
the resorting to cutrate imports which in some respects is tied to the structural 
changes in the world economy, but which is partially influenced also by the KEVSOS 
treaties and by attempts to find an overall solution to Finland's trade policy, and 
the developing cf a balance in international economic relations. 


The Trade With the Soviet Union 


The management of the trade between Finland and the Soviet Union, which has been 
practiced in its present form for more than 30 years, has been exemplary. 


Many of the agreements regulating the trade between Finland and the Soviet Union 
were in their time precursors in East-West economic relations. 


From a very early phase the trade yeen Finland and the Soviet Union was recognized 
from the viewpoint of both participants as something of greater magnitude than a 
mere exchange of goods. 


Alternative forms of economic intercourse have been sought and created as far back 
as the 1950's. In 1955 Finland and the Soviet Union reached agreement on scientific 
and technical collaboration. 








This agreement has given rise to many notable trade projects, as for example, the 
Norilsk copper and nickel reduction plant. 


Of equal importance is the work done by the permanent commission for economic collabora- 
tion between the governments, that was established in 1967. The huge economic under- 
takings already completed or in progress between the countries, such as the Kostamus, 
Paajarvi, and Svetogorsk construction projects serve best to exemplify the effectuaiity 
of the work done by this commission. 


The Conditions Change 


The collaboration is due to continue fruitfully into the future. This is ensured 
primarily by the long-term program concluded between Finland and the Soviet Union 
and by the work done in the various fields of operations of the work groups subordi- 
nate to the collaboration commission. 


As an entirely new area of collaboration, I wish to mention also the collaboratio 
in the third markets, and for this purpose a work gropu has been established in the 
commission. 


Still new challenges face Finland, and high among them are those in the Western markets 
particularly where present domestic supplies of raw materials no longer tend to offer 
Finland any real competitive advantages. The strengthening of the productive structure 
and the renovations for the production of new products require considerable invest- 
ment for improving efficiency and for expansion. The uncertain demand prospects 

and the slowdown in the rate of increasing demand, and increased risks in this type 

of venture, tend to discourage new investment. 


The Inevitability of Internationalization 


The challenges of the future therefore present considerable demands on the Finnish 
national economy, but such was the case also in the early 1960's when Finland took 
its first steps in the direction of an open economy by deciding to participate in 
the process of economic internationalization as an associate member of EFTA [Euro- 
pean Free Trade Association]. 


This step was later followed by a free trade agreement with the European Economic 
Council. Thus it is possible to say in retrospect that the effort to operate as 

an open economy has succeeded above all expectations. The result has been the real 
diversification of exports. The metal products industry in Finland has deve loped 

into a powerful export industry abreast of the forestry products industry, and several 
other industries as well now export a large proportion of their output. 


According to Holkeri, success in the future in the international competition requires 
Finnish enterprises to participate even more intimately in the export markets them- 
selves. However, Finnish enterprises began to develop their international operations 
only in the 1970's. Finns currently have more than 1,000 enterprises abroad, the 
majority of which are marketing firms. In no way has the internationalization of 
Finnish enterprises been a matter of the exportation of jobs, but rather, a desire 

to improve the competitive capabilities of Finnish enterprises and to retain the 
markets that have already been attained. Admittedly, internationalization does present 
its own type of risks. The further an enterprise becomes internationalized, the 
greater become the demands on the mental and material resources of the enterprise. 
For that reason governmental measures ought be supportive to internationalization. 
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The raising of the degree of refinement of processes, newly developed export, and 
the detection of market openings are all indicators of the changing of the closed 
domestic market economy toward an open economy. 


Saarto Redefines Position on Koivisto 


Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 2 Dec 81 p 14 
[Article: "Saarto Seeks Agreement on Koivisto's Objectives"] 


[Text] In a speech on l December in Jarvenpaa, Minister of Transport Yeikko Saarto 
(Communist) redefined his proposal for a joint leftist program under wh'ch, if it 
comes into being, the Communists could vote for Social Democratic candidate Mauno 
Koivisto for president. 


Saarto used France, "The cradle of the new leftist wave in Europe," as an example. 
There the communists and socialists presented a campaign program of social reform, 
but in Finland only Kalevi Kivisto, the People's Democratic League candidate has 
proposed any social reforms. "Mauno Koivisto has not in any noteworthy way presented 
his objectives in respect to social reforms," says Saarto. 


"valevi Kivisto has demonstrated a willingness for action on the issue of peace. 

Social Democratic Party chairman Kalevi Sorsa's contributions in the fields of disarma- 
ment and tension alleviation are well known. But hwat are Mauno Koivisto's objectives 
in these respects?" asks Saarto. 


"These are questions that all require answers. They are matters that require a desire 
for joint agreement. These are the type of matters that I have had in mind when 

I have talked about the conditions necessary for collaboration among the leftist 
parties in the presidential election," said Saarto. 


Member of Parliament Ingvar S. Melin (Swedish People's Party) expressed the view 

on 1 December that the Communists are trying to pressure the Social Democrats into 

a more definitely leftist policy by using as a lever, the probability that a situation 
develop in the electoral vote in which Mauno Koivisto could be elected president 

by means of the Communist vote. 


"Plection of Koivisto as president would most surely lead to an extraordinary Parlia- 
mentary election, although the Social Democratic candidate himself does not appear 

to take this possibility into consideration. The leftists understandably could not 
refrain from using that situation to their advantage, should the presidential election 
go according to their schemes," Melin said in Helsinki. 


Kivisto Wants Widened 'Zone' 
Helsinki HELSINGIN SANOMAT in Finnish 6 Dec 81 p 15 


[Article: "Kalevi Kivisto Proposes: A Zone Free of Nuclear Weapons From the Arctic 
Ocean to the Mediterranean] 


[Text] Minister of Education Kalevi Kivisto, Finnish People's Democratic League 
presidential candidate, hopes for a nuclear free zone extending from the Arctic Ocean 
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to the Mediterranean. He was on a speaking tour in Pohjois-Karjala and Pohjois- 

Savo districts on 5 December. Kivisto proposed that Finland take measures to deter- 
mine the possibilities or organizing an international conference to handle the creating 
of such a zone. 


Kivisto's proposal is associated wit his demands that Finland assume an active zole 
in matters of foreign policy. He expressed amazement that Finland should become 
all the more passive as international tension intensifies. 


"Neutrality and the promotion of national interest have become an excuse for the 
recommending of restraint in foreign policy," Kivisto says. In his view the desire 

to set the label of enlightened selfishness as the premise for foreign policy weighs 
needlessly on the national interest relative to Finland's worldwide responsibilities. 
Kivisto listed the promoting of peace and of collaboration among nations, disarmament, 
action toward just economic relations and humane progress as Finland's prime responsi- 
bilities. 


"One is forced to ask why the intensification in the international situation should 
not of itself obligate a country such as Finland to redouble its efforts in seeking 
measures by which it could have a favorable effect on international developments," 
Kivisto said. 


In respect to his foreign policy alignment, Kivisto severely criticized the theory 

of a limited nuclear war brought up by the Americans. Equally as strongly, he praised 
the collaboration between Finland and the Soviet Union as a demonstration of how 

well a large socialist country and a small capitalist country can build their rela- 
tions on the basis of mutual trust. 


Continuing possibilities exist for developing this collaboration even further, as 
were demonstrated by the trade agreements concluded this week, Kivisto said. 


5955 
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POLITICAL FRANCE 


FRENCH WARSHIPS, AIRCRAFT REPORTED IN SEYCHELLES 
PM131015 Paris LE MONDE in French 12 Jan 82 p 5 
[Dispatch by Jean-Pierre Langellier: "French Military Presence Strengthened"] 


[Text] Nairobi--Two French warships have been moored for around 1 week in the 

Port of Victoria, capital of the Seychelles Archipelago. They are the escort 

sloop Victor-Schoelscher and the support ship Rhin. Another escort sloop which 

was accompanying them, the Commandant-Riviere, has left Victoria. In addition 
three French military aircraft are stationed at Pointe-Larue International Airport: 
Two Breguet-Atlantic reconnaissance aircraft and a transall transport plane. 

The airport was attacked 25 November during an attempted coup d'etat against 

Mr France Albert Rene's regime. The Seychelles defense minister refused to specify 
how many French troops are in the Archipelago. 


The routine visits by the war fleet had been kept discreet since November 1979, 
when the Seychelles authorities forcibly removed 12 French sailors whom they 
accused of being involved in a plot, and also Mr Jacques Cheavllereau, a technical 
assistant. Those sailors were instructors serving on the Topaz, an old 400-ton 
dredger which France had transferred to the Seychelles Navy. The incident had put 
an end to cooperation between the two countries. 


That incident, which cooled bilateral relations, seems past history. Today French 
sailors can be seen driving around Mahe Island in vehicles belonging to the 
Seychelles defense forces. The French fleet, like all other navies, is permit ted 
to put into Victoria within the framework of a quota system which theoretically 
limits the number of stays and imposes certain restrictions. For instance ships 
putting into the Seychelles must not be carrying any nuclear weapons. 


There seems to be a good atmosphere between the French socialist government and 
Victoria's progressive nonaligned regime. After November's attack France quickly 
sent an escort sloop to Victoria as a sign of solidarity while Moscow sent two 
missile-launching ships. The authorities think that the virtually permanent 

presence of foreign warships, like the deployment of a Tanzanian military contingent, 
plays a role in deterring the regime's opponents. 


The attempted coup d'etat forced Mr France Albert Rene to postpone the official 
visit he was to make to Paris at the beginning of December. It is not impossible 
that the Seychelles president might envisage seeking France's military aid again. 








(Paris confirms that the Rhin, a logistical ship, is on a stopover in the Seychelles 
to allow the crew to rest--a stopover pl-nned a long time ago. But in the circum 
stances the French Government has askec the National Navy to send two escort sloops 
from the French fleet permanently stationed in the Indian Ocean to the Seychelles 
for a so-called routine stay. In addition two naval patrol aircraft usually based 
in Djibouti and a transport plane based in Reunion have also been sent to the 
Seychelles. However, one of the two Breguet-Atlantic aircraft is to return to 


France shortly--LE MONDE note). 
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POLITICAL GREECE 


PAPANDREOU DILEMMA SEEN LEADING TO PROBABLE RESHUFFLE 
Paris LE MONDE in French 7 Jan 82 p 32 
[Article by Marc Marceau] 


[Excerpts] Athens--During the evening of 4 January, Greek Prime Minister Papandreou 
dismissed Asimakis Fotilas, state secretary for foreign affairs. The prime minister 
could not accept the fact that his directives--albeit very specific--had not been 
executed to the letter and, above all, that Fotilas had not asked for a green light 
before voting for the resolution concerning Poland. 


Papandreou was faced with a fait accompli when Fotilas had already left Brussels 
after having voted for a resolution in which a number of passages were considered 
too anti-Soviet. The "Fotilas affair" exploded with the official declaration 
specifying that the signature of the former state secretary in no way obligated the 
Greek government. 


Friend and faithful companion of the prime minister, Asimakis Fotilas had recently 
been the target of serious criticism within the Greek socialist party, which held 
against him Greece's abstention during a recent UN vote regarding a Palestinian 
refugee demanded by Israel. It had been decided that Greece would follow France, 
which believed it should abstain in order to avoid interfering in U.S. affairs. 
Faced with the anger of those who most ardently believe in a still more pro-Arab 
policy, Fotilas apparently did not entirely assume his responsibilities. Indeed, 
it is the over-all orientation of foreign affairs that is of great concern to the 
prime minister. 


The press of the opposition naturally got hold of the "Fotilis affair," presented 
as the first failure of the Greek socialist government. This same press also re- 
ports dissension and conflicts of authority and competence between many members of 
the government, but it forgets that certain ministers of the New Democracy party 
had reached the point of not even greeting each other, a fact that did not prevent 
the party from remaining in power for 7 years. 


It is true that the actions of the socialists government sometimes lack cohesion 
and that the "hardliners" complicate problems still further by attempting to put 
ideology before the cold national realities. Torn between those who want every- 
thing right away and the moderate elements of his party, Papandreou is facing a 
difficult choice, which could well lead him to a government reshuffle during the 
next three months. 


CSO: 4619/36 
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POLITICAL ITALY 


PCI'S MACALUSO ON DIFFERING STANCES ON USSR, CPSU 
PM111225 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 3-4 Jan 82 p 5 


[Interview with PCI Secretariat Member Emanuele Macaluso by Miriam Mafai in Rome, 
2 January: "We Thought Budapest Was Final Episode of Tragic Story..." ] 


[Excerpts] Rome--On 2 January Rome was virtually deserted and PCI headquarters 

was half empty. But on the second floor, where the Secretariat has its offices, 

the sounds of telephones and typewriters could be heard. Even on 2 January meetings 
were being held. 


Emanuele Macaluso spread on the table the issue of LA REPUBBLICA which gave an 
account of Armando Cossutta's pro-Soviet stance. He shook his head in disapproval 
and, pointing at the page, said: "What is this you are writing? That is not the 
way things are...." 


[Question] Are they not? Then tell me exactly how they are. 
[Answer] Oh, no. As you know, directorate meetings are confidential.... 
[Question] But there are conflicts. 


[Answer] Of course there are. But how far should we publicize these conflicts? 
The issue arose for us back at the 11th Congress, and the conclusion we reached-- 
which I consider the best solution--was as follows: Open and public debate in 

the Central Committee and a frank but confidential debate in the party directorate. 


[Question] Why this secrecy? 


[Answer] For the following very simple reason: I am convinced that the confiden- 
tial nature of the debate within the directorate makes us all freer and means that 
the debate can be more frank. In this way we avoid personalitizations and exacer- 
bations too. On the other hand, at Central Committee meetings directorate members 
express their positions entirely freely; in other words, they are not tied down 

by decisions taken in that forum. And this is very important. Cossutta took 
advantage of this opportunity at the October Central Committee meeting, when he 
expressed his reservations concerning the foreign policy line that emerged from 
Ledda's report. 
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[Question] So it is even more likeiy that at the next Central Committee meeting 
Cossutta will express his disagreement with the document approved by the Secretariat. 


[Answer] It is certainly possible. 


[Question] A survey carried out by the Cattaneo Institute a few months ago pointed 
to the existence within the PCI rank and file of some 30 percent of members who 
approved of the USSR's invasion of Afghanistan. 


[Answer] Some 30 percent? No, that figure seems exaggerated to me. 
[Question] So tell me the correct figure. 


[Answer] It would be superficial to cite figures in this connection. I can 

tell you, however, that from Czechoslovakia through Afghanistan and now the events 
in Poland I have gradually found a substantial broadening of the section of cadres 
and workers and popular grassroots who sincerely share the leadership's stances. 
Of course, many comrades do not want their stances to be confused with [Italian 
Social Democratic Party Secretary] Pietro Longo's. And who could blame them? 


[Question] You do not want to talk figures. Very well. But I will ask you 
another question: Has there not been a persistent reticence within the PCI, that 
is, a tendency not to inform the grassroots of the opinions reached by the 
leadership group concerning the nature, limitations and errors of the East European 
societies? 


[Answer] The party as a whole forms its stances more on the basis of political 
acts than on the basis of an analysis of documents. We have carried out some 
spectacular political acts which have over the years emphasized our rejection of 
the Soviet model and of special relations with the CPSU. I would remind you of 
[PCI Secretary General] Berlinguer's speech in Moscow, which earned so much support 
from La Malfa, no less, and I would also remind you of our refusal to attend the 
Paris conference in spring 1980. These are responsible political acts. 


CSO: 3104/75 
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POLITICAL NETHERLANDS 


COMMUNIST PARTY ISSUES NEW PROGRAM DRAFT 
Rotterdam NRC HANDELSBLAD in Dutch 23 Dec 81 p 3 


/Text/ Amsterdam, 24 Dec--In order to be able to lead the battle 
against nuclear war, imperialism and the big monopolies, the Com- 
munist Party of the Netherlands (CPN) is ready for intensive co- 
operation with social-democratic, socialist and other progressive 
parties. 


The CPN declared that in its proposed party program which appeared today, which is 
to replace its old program dating from 1946. The draft, which was prepared by Party 
Chairman H. Hoekstra, contains an “evaluation of society which was developed by the 
CPN, which is firmly based on the Marxist ideas of scientific socialism. The CPN's 
wealth of ideas also contains the progressive thoughts which have been brought forth 
in our country,” according to the proposal. 


Without throwing its past overboard entirely, the CPN is setting its mind o a new 
kind of communist party, which strives for an alternative to the current “chaotic 
capitalism.” 


Such an alternative could consist of what is termed "a parliamentary democratic 
socialist form of governement." 


Restriction 


In order to find pathe in that direction, the needed discussion will have to be 
undertaken within the CPN as well, as can be seen from the proposal. The rule for 
such discussions will be that "independent thinking is a requirement for bringing 
about a program of progress and socialism in the Netherlands.” Old patterns of 
thought have been used for too long, according to the introduction to the proposal. 
The international communist movement, in particular, has suffered "damage which can 
not be overlooked" because of these "dogmatic restrictions." 


Economy 


"Socialism in the Netherlands will bring about the common ownership of the primary 
means of production and will abolish the exploitation of one man by another," the 
proposed program states. Until things get that far, the CPN will strive for a 
step-by-step transition to a socialist economy by means of democratization and the 
expansion of the powers of the democratic organs. 
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The CPN also wants to bring about the "programming of the economy." “The intro- 
duction of methods of control under parliamentary authority in order to orient the 
development of the economy." In order to put an end to autocratic management and 
control, the CPN strives for worker self-management. 


Socialism which "will be democratic, progressive, peace loving and humanistic" in 

the Netherlands, according to the CPN, can only be the result of the concreted actions 
of all of those who see it as the only alternative to "capitalistic chaos and 
disorganization." 


Flections 


As a consequence of its coalition policy, the CPN will strive for the cooperation of 
the progressive parties in elections. In this progressive power formation, "the 
battle for peace" will be stressed, along with such things as the long-term departure 
from NATO, the "breaking of the strangulation of the EEC" and putting an end to the 
use of atomic power. 


The CPN also wants democratic reform: new forms of management, strengthening of 
local and regional democracy anc input and/or authority in business, education, 
health care, the army and the nolice. And further, "new democratic input and 
decision procedures in the living situation." 


The CPN starts out with the Netherlands Constitution, but wants to expand the rights 
and freedams anchored in it "as the democratic development advances." By that it 
means: the right to work, the right to strike, the right to housing, protection of 
private life, protection from bodily harm, legal protection against enforced 
psychiat.ric commitment and the inalienability of citizenship. 


Acco:ding to the CPN, the democratic rights also include guarantees of the freedom 
of the arts and science. 


Justice 


The CPN supports the independence of the courts, and therefore wants more democratic 
control in the naming of judges and the breakup of the existing "social and political 
selection for the judicial power /the bench/," according to the progrin draft. The 
CPN is further "opposed to the existence of any_secret service and calls for the 
abolition of the BVD /Internal Security Service/." 


The proposal] allies itself with "the struggle for women's liberation," which it 
cal "an integral part of the struggle for the development of human worth and 
individuality and of the struggle for freedom, for social change and for socialism.” 


Arms Race 


The CPN wants to be a fully independent party and states that it has succeeded in 
not allowing itself to be torn by confrontations within the international communist 
movement. 


It calls the tensions within that movement disquieting, but points up the arms 

race as the "limiting influence on the economic development of the socialist countries 
and on the necessary renovation and expansion of the democratic freedoms and of the 
personal freedoms allied with them," ir the communist countries. For that reason, 
toe, a reduction of armaments is a first requirement, in which, according to the CPN, 
individual action by countries which are members of alliances and by nonmembers of 


1j : ; : 
alliances is necessary, without subordination to bloc formation. 
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POLITICAL TURKEY 


EVREN PLEDGES CONTINUED FRIENDSHIP WITH PAKISTAN 
Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 24 Nov 81 pp 1, 15 


[Text ] ISLAMABAD, HURRIYET. Our Chief of State General Kenan Evren who is currently 
in Pakistan on an official invitation from Pakistan's Chief of State General Zia-ul-Hak, 
has been awarded the "Nisani Pakistani" which is that country's highest decoration. 


The award ceremony was conducted in Pakistan's Presidential Mansion. During the 
ceremony Zia said the following: "We have certain customs. Giving awards to our 
friends is one of them. Today we award you the "Nisani Pakistani" which is the 
highest of such awards. The contribution that you have made to the friendship be- 
tween Turkey and Pakistan is our reason for doing this." 


The formal talks between the Turkish and Pakistani delegations took place yesterday, 
The talks began at 10:00 hours at the Pakistani Martial Law Command headquarters, 
The Turkish delegation was headed by our Chief of State General Kenan Evren and 
included Admiral Nejat Tumer who is a Member of the National Security Council and 
Commander of the Navy, Foreign Minister Ilter Turkmen, Justice Minister Cevdet 
Mentes and the Turkish Ambassador in Islamabad, Ayhan Kamel, 


Following the talks which lasted for three hours, two agreements, one cultural and 

the other legal, were signed between the two countries, A deciston to cooperate on 
"four topics" was also reached. These topics have been listed as “maritime trans- 

port, engineering and construction projects, joint industrial production facilities 
and exchanges of projects." 


It has been decided that maritime transport between Turkey and Pakistan will be im- 
proved and that Jeddah as well as Kuwait will be used as intermediate points, It 
has also been decided that the "Tumas" corporation of Turkey and the "Nespak"” cor- 
poration of Pakistan will cooperate on engineering projects. In the field of in- 
dustrial production it has been agreed that Turkish investments will be used for the 
establishment of factories that will bring about the joint manufacture of wireless 
sets, tractors and compressors used in refrigerators. Also, the governments of 
Turkey and Pakistan are to cooperate by informing each other of any upcoming formal 
bids for planned projects. 


In a statement following the talks, Chief of State General Kenan Evren said that the 
formal talks between Turkey and Pakistan focused on East-West relations, the situation 
in Europe, developments in Poland and the importance that is placed by Turkey on the 
enhancement of NATO's strength. General Evren also said that Turkey supported the 
"Pahd Plan" in matters pertaining to the Middle East problem. 











Chief of State General Evren said that while the relations between Turkey and Paki- 
stan have traditionally been good, these relations have not been sufficiently 
developed in the economic or commercial sense. General Evren added that the formal 
talks had concentrated on the development of economic and commercial ties between 
the two countries. 


Pakistan's Chief of State General Zia-ul-Hak also said that the talks had focused 
on world issues. While talking about bilateral ties General Zia said that emphasis 
had been placed on measures to increase economic and commercial ties. Following 
the talks it was also announced that Pakistan is to send a commercial delegation as 
well as a military delegation to Turkey. The date for the arrival of these dele- 
gations has not yet been determined. It has been announced however that the mili- 
tary delegation will seek possibilities for cooperation between Turkey and Pakistan 
in the field of defense industries. 


Yesterday at 19:00 hours Pakistan's Chief of State General Zia-ul-Hak awarded our 
Chief of State General Kenan Evren with the "Nisani Pakistani" which is Pakistan's 
highest decoration. The award was presented at the Presidential Mansion. Following 
the presentation, General Evren hosted Zia at a banquet held at the State Guesthouse. 


Both leaders spoke at the banquet. During his speech Zia brought attention to 
"Turkey's significance within the Islamic Alliance” and said that "the Turks are 
powerful enough to provide leadership within the Islamic World." Pleased by Zia‘s 
words General Evren said the following: 


"Honorable President, I am very happy to host this banquet which ts being held in 
your honor. The courtesy, hospitality and friendship that you have shewn since 
yesterday have greatly touched us. This warm display of affection symbolizes above 
all the unshakable links between our people. The warm display of affection will 
always remain in our memortes and is certain to become even stronger in years to 
come. 


Honorable President, distinguished guests....My visit has made it possible for us to 
conduct a broad and significant exchange of tdeas concerning irternational issues. 
The world is confronting new dangers during this period of turbulence, Located in 
an extremely sensitive region; Turkey and Pakistan must follow a policy that is 
balanced and foreseeing. 


Honorable President, the Islamabad portion of our trip is ending. In the three days 
that follow I will have the opportunity of seeing more of your country and of having 
close contact with the fraternal people of Pakistan. I am already of the conviction 
that under your able leadership Pakistan is overcoming the difficulties that con- 
front it and rapidly advancing in the economic and social fields. Within the region 
as well as globally, Pakistan is acquiring a role that is significant, constructive 
and constantly increasing in scope. As I end my words, I wish good health and happi- 
ness for his Excellency and the Honorable Mrs. Ul-Hak. I wish well being and pros- 
perity for the people of Pakistan and repeat my conviction for the need for eternal 
friendship, brotherhood and solidarity between Turkey and Pakistan." 


Before the beginning of yesterday morning's formal talks, General Evren accorded an 
audience to Agha Khan who is the leader of the Ismaili sect, 
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Agha Khan had breakfast with Evren and stated that he was willing to make investments 
into Turkish tourism. Officials described the brief meeting as useful. 


The official portion of General Evren's trip ended yesterday in Islamabad. During 
the early hours of today our Chief of State will ride a special helicopter to visit 
the headquarters of Afghan refugees in Pakistan. Some circles have indicated that 
if certain contacts provide positive results, two hundred Turkish families among 
the Afghan refugees will arrive in Turkey as immigrants. In parallel to Evren's. 
visit, the Red Crescent has sent three and a half tons of blankets and medicine to 
Afghan refugees. 
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MILITARY TURKEY 


SUBMARINE CONSTRUCTION WORKS OPEN AT GOLCUK 
Istanbul GUNAYDIN in Turkish 21 Dec 81 p 3 


[Text] Golcuk--National Security Council Member and Naval Forces Commander, Admiral 
Nejat Tumer today at 1030, in a ceremony, opened for service Europe's biggest "Sub- 

marine Construction Works," which were built on a 4,223 m° area in the Golcuk Fleet 

Command Military Shipyards. 


Over 1.5 billion lira were spent in order to build the "Submarine Construction Works" 
which are 103 meters long, 41 meters wide and 32 meters high. 


According to information obtained from Golcuk Shipyard Commander Rear Admiral Nezihi 
Iseri, three submarines can be built simultaneously at the submarine construction 
works. It will also be possible to construct escort destroyers, 


In the statement which he made in connection with the vessel Bursa Ore, Real Admiral 
Nezihi Iseri said: "The ship Bursa Ore, which we built in our shipyard for Maritime 
Transport [state-owned company], is 154 meters long and 22.4 meters wide, The vessel 
Bursa, which can sail at 15 knots, will carry 18,000 tons of cargo. The vessel Bursa 
was constructed by Turkish engineers, technicians and laborers. It has a sister ship, 
the vessel Balikesir, which entered into service last year. 


Our shipyards have the capacity to construct the most up to date military and commer- 
cial vessels of all kinds. 
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